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On the Style of Science News in the English Press

Zhang Jian
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Abstract: Based on first—hand examples in the English press, this paper probes into the style of science
news in terms of choice of words, treatment of figures, grammatical device and the like. Science news,
a linguistic integration of news reporting and technical writing, which facilitates the rapid spread of

science information to the broader reading public via the mass media, serves as an important channel for

people of today’s world to know the latest scientific development.

Hence, the science stories have

turned into popular sections or regular editions in English press.
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5] 1: The white blood cells of the immune system
They should
attack cancers as foreign bodies and destroy them.
(The New York Times, November 29, 2005)

511 2: One of Hwang’s students said that she and
another researcher had donated eggs for use in the
lab’s cloning experiments. [Time (Asia), November 28,
2005]
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are always bumping into cancer cells.
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Nie Haisheng and Fei Junlong circled Earth for
five days aboard the Shenzhou 6 capsule, traveling 2
million miles in 115 hours, 32 minutes. China’s first
manned mission was in 2003, when astronaut Yang
Liwei orbited for 21 1/2 hours. (AP, November 27,
2005)
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#1 1: Sonnet Technologies released a line of
high—capacity 3.2-volt batteries for all iPods ... will
play up to 78 percent longer than the original iPod
batteries. (The New York Times, November 24, 2005)

%1 2: He said Chinese space officials want to
study the possibility of making rockets with the
capacity of carry spacecraft weighing 27.5 tons—three
times the capacity of their existing rockets. (AP,
November 27, 2005)
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That’s extremely pricey for a laptop, and it
doesn’t even include the $350 external module you’ll
need to play or record DVD’s and CD’s. Then again,
the Flybook’s makers have adopted an iPoddish
marketing strategy, hoping to sell the thing as jewelry.
(The New York Times, November 24, 2005)
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5] 1: The aptly named FASTER study (for
first—and second—trimester evaluation of risk), public-
shed in the “New England Journal of Medicine”...
[Time (Europe), November 21, 2005]

51 2: Sony Corp. has become the latest of the
video game console makers to announce parental
controls in it newest machine, according to the
Entertainment Software Association....Sony will place
the controls on its forthcoming machine, PlayStation 3,
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according to the ESA.(AP, November 28th, 2005)
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Alcohol dependence, also known as alcoholism,
is defined as impaired control over drinking that

disrupts work, school or home life. (Los Angeles Times,

Nov.15, 2004)

The technology, called dynamic contras t
—-enhanced MRI, is largely confined to research
institutions conducting clinical trials and should be
considered experimental. (The New York Times, July.
24, 2003)
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According to Ron Honey, senior project super-
visor of the electrolyte plant modernization, “The new
contact system is the breakthrough in electrolytic
technology.”

Cominco development superintendent Dr. Bob
Kerby explained that the continuous analyzer is an
electrolyte quality monitor.
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1 1: An unexpected benefit of the effluent
treatment plant is that it has acted as a “policeman” to
the metallurgical operations.

51 2: State—owned LKAB may have been slower
than a privately held company in making belt
-tightening moves during hard times. But such moves
have begun. Last year, the company’s workforce was
reduced from about 8 000 to 7 500.

%1 3: It will be useless to select the proper
mechanicals if the drive system turns out to be a
“bottleneck”.
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