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The Comparison of Love Between The Thorn Birds and The Jade King .
History of a Chinese Muslim Family from Religious Perspective

Xing Fangfang, Hua Yan
(College of Foreign Languages, University of Shanghai for Science and Technology, Shanghai 200093, China)

Abstract; In the world of religious beliefs, there are lots of complicated relationships between love
and religion, which we can vividly find in The Thorn Birds and The Jade King: History of a Chinese
Muslim Family. Both of these two novels are great masterpieces full of exotic and national styles. The
purpose of this thesis is to thoroughly analyze and compare the relation between religion and love, and
then profoundly dissect the bondage and punishment of religion for love as well as the causes of
tragedies in these two works under the influence of religious taboos, aiming at illustrating the negative

impact of religion on people’s love and life.
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The bird with the thorn in its breast, it follows
an immutable law; it is driven by it knows not what
to impale itself, and die singing. At the very instant
the thorn enters there is no awareness in it of the
dying to come; it simply sings and sings until there is
not the life left to utter another note. But we, when
we put the thorns in our breasts, we know. We
understand. And still we do it. Still we do it. (5
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