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On Natural Images in Langston Hughes’ Poems

SUN Bingtang, CUI Xin
(School of Foreign Languages, Tianjin University of Science & Technology, Tianjin 300222, China)

Abstract; Langston Hughes, a prominent African-American poet, is hailed as the voice of black
people and a major figure in Harlem Renaissance. During his life, Hughes created a large number of
popular poems with universal praise. Through the analysis of natural images and their implications in
Hughes’ poetry, the paper aims at revealing the hidden emotions and themes. Hughes infused his
emotions into natural images, by virtue of most of his poetry expressing the poet’s indignation over
racial discrimination and oppression against black people, and his deep sympathy towards black

people. The long history and indomitable ethos of black people are also applauded in Hughes’ poetry
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to inspire black people’s sense of self-identity and persevering pursuit of equality and freedom.
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I bathed in the Euphrates when dawns were young

I built my hut near the Congo and it lulled me to
sleep.

I looked upon the Nile and raised the pyramids
above it.

I heard the singing of the Mississippi when
Abe Lincoln

went down to New Orleans, and I’ ve seen
its muddy

bosom turn all golden in the sunset.
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World-wide dusk

Of dear dark faces

Driven before an alien wind,

Scattered like seed

From far-off places

Growing in soil

That’s strange and thin,

Hybrid plants

In another’s garden

Flowers

In a land

That’s not your own,

Cut by the shears

Of the white-faced gardeners—
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The moon still sends its mellow light

Through the purple blackness of the night;

The morning star is palely bright

Before the dawn.

The sun still shines just as before;

The rose still grows beside my door,

But you have gone.

The sky is blue and the robin sings;

The butterflies dance on rainbow wings

Though I am sad.

In all the earth no joy can be;

Happiness comes no more to me,

For you are dead.

X/ T 20 1iE28 20 AFAR, 4R R4
SR, ARZARE R, SHEVIIESHRE
o RIEATSE B REFRE TAF, W2 teE isLest A
N BRMUE . T, fERp TR, ARz fE
SR NI EAL AR . Bl A 1R 2 e 2
B PRSI L, S AW, R H—
AT Ry AT HRARHY ST ARG Ry
ISR s 3 S5 AN S B i g RN R AT o

W IR, BRI Sy, H SRS B R ATAR
BORENTIRDEE . TR, KB, BoRgas
—FERITE K™ RUTHT, —UIEFIET—FE, T8
SUGHSR T H—K. (B2 “3” RO s T
Vo RAERWEAR, FIHE SR AEHIE, R 7

FeAE G, POAREASE M A ITA . R A P
AVLANESEmIR G, S Se, WA R
AIARIR, FFICIEIRE . Jo O,

TERXE /MR, RMrs - A 58 e, e W]
BRI ORI, BOHE. K2, A SRS 2
MARELR, BREETFIREARITR, st
RTRAKS, BB T HAWAEMESL, K
M, 5 ARARSEEIE EE IS LRy, A2 MR
MR AN SERG L2 T AR R BN o AR SE 47 Y
HRER, (RIS T G b 1 vk d AR i i)
@R, AL IR TR NN IR TE L BE R ) TC 4%
AR b R LR e 5 A T AN S B i
TEARBERBER T, S EE EAshEFEN .

J3—TH/NOF After Many Springs ((JLZH)F) )
L] AERIE 1 PRI Xof RE A 388 114 [ 5 A 2

Now,

In June,

When the night is a vast softness

Filled with blue stars,

And broken shafts of moon-glimmer

Fall upon the earth,

Am I too old to see the fairies dance?

I cannot find them any more.
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When I get to be a composer

I’m gonna write me some music about

Daybreak in Alabama

And I’m gonna put the purtiest songs in it

Rising out of the ground like a swamp mist

And falling out of heaven like soft dew.

I’m gonna put some tall tall trees in it

And the scent of pine needles

And the smell of red clay after rain

And long red necks

And poppy colored faces

And big brown arms

And the field daisy eyes

Of black and white black white black people

And I’m gonna put white hands

And black hands and brown and yellow hands

And red clay earth hands in it

Touching everybody with kind fingers

And touching each other natural as dew

In that dawn of music when I

Get to be a composer

And write about daybreak

In Alabama.
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We should have a land of sun,

Of gorgeous sun,

And a land of fragrant water

Where the twilight

Is a soft bandanna handkerchief

Of rose and gold,

And not this land where life is cold.

We should have a land of trees,

Of tall thick trees

Bowed down with chattering parrots

Brilliant as the day,

And not this land where birds are grey.

Ah, we should have a land of joy,

Of love and joy and wine and song.

And not this land where joy is wrong.
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