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Aesthetic Thinking on the Translation
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Abstract: As a bilingual and bicultural activity, translating is also defined to be a process of aesthetic

appreciation. Its artistic value can be realized by aesthetic viewpoint. The aesthetic value of literary
translation lies in the reading and understanding process of translators and receptors, in which aesthetic
appeal and aesthetic beauty are produced. Chinese classical literary works bear great aesthetic meaning
due to its culture-loaded factors, special aesthetic function and unique linguistic art. This paper is
mainly focused on analyzing and comparing the translations of Outlaws of the Marsh, so as to find out

whether the translated versions can give the same aesthetic value and appeal as the original version.
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#1%: When Lin Chong saw that he was Young
Master Gao, the strength left his arms...Lin Chong
rage hadn’t fully abated, and he glared at the rake with
burning eyes..."!

Zi%: Even as Ling Ch’ung jerked him over and
recognized him as the young lord Kao, his hand grew
weak...But Ling Ch’ung’s wrath had not yet gone
down, and he make his two eyes round and stared at
Kao..."
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T “the strength left his arms”. “glared at”.
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“make his two eyes round and stared at Kao”. “stare
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1% Still relentlessly clutching the beast by the
ruff with his left hand, Wu Song freed his right hand,
big as an iron mallet, and with all his might began to
pound [10]356
ZEi%: Thus Wu Sung with his left hand held its
scruff and he slipped his right hand out and he made
his fist into a very hammer of iron and with all the
strength he had struck and struck again.*1*%
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7>1%: Back and forth they clashed, to and fro,
wheeling, circling, man against man, horse against
horse.[1011%

FiF: As the two met on the field of battle,
dashing to and fro, attacking and feinting, they seemed
locked in a knot of combat, and they were inextricably
mingled together and from the saddles of the horses
man fought man and horse fought horse.*2%
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#D1%: Fire and flames nearly put an end to his life.

In the wind and snow he narrowly escaped suffering
mortal wounds. %

Z£i¥: From this it came about that he must pass
through the midst of flames so that it seemed he would
die there, and on a stormy snowy road he almost had
his life taken from him. 16
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7i%: “Have you eaten a crocodile’s heart, or a
panther’s gall, or a lion’s leg, that you’re so full of
courage?”... 1017

Fi%: “You-you-you must have eaten a water
—wolf’s heart—a leopard’s liver-lion’s legs—your gall is
great enough to cover your whole body! ...
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