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On Efficiency in Practical English Writing Course

Li Mei, Huang Jian
(School of Foreign Language, Tongji University, Shanghai 200092, China)

Abstract: This paper explores the way of introducing the concept of efficiency in management into
language teaching to maximize the teaching effect so much so that students, the end products following
generous input of overwhelmingly large resources, will be able to use the language in real life. Basic
ideas of efficiency in management and their impact upon language teaching are discussed in the paper.
The authors demonstrate through a case study of the course Practical English Writing how such
efficiency factors as objective identification, system building and communication may integrate with the
teaching activities like curriculum design, paper marking and communication between students and
teachers. The integration may improve the educational efficiency by optimizing the relation between
input and output in the teaching process.
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What Do You Expect to Achieve from PEW?

As a junior in the university, it is (ft73: 1 SYN:
No subject agreement. “I think” would be necessary
before “it is” or you may delete “As a junior...”.) quite
useful and indispensable for us to be arranged to take
the practical writing class. Before this semester, |
had ever come across such a problem that | didn’t
know how to appropriately contact a manager via

e-mail, which made me rather depressed. (#{tiF 2 SEM:
redundancy. Better delete: | had ever come across such
a problem that). So it’s a good chance for me to learn
a lot in this class.

Writing classes provide us with an opportunity to
learn various types of writing, which means after
classes ({7 3 SEM: Do you mean “by the end of the
course”?) | can distinguish the different ways in which
I should write in certain situations. Then | won’t
encounter the problem mentioned in the future (it 4
SEM: Not clear what you are driving at?).

Besides, (#ti¥ 5 DISC: Not appropriate to use it
as a transitional expression, since there is a break in
meaning between paragraphs here.) a resume plays an
important role in the course of hunting a job nowadays.
Whether a person can get an interview, to a great
degree, depends on whether his resume is good or not.
In a sense, the writing class is one of the classes which
have the closest connection with our future. It’s not
surprising that | want to learn to write my resume well.

What’s more, | expect my oral English to be
improved in this class thanks to (flt73: 6 SEM : Not
clear what you mean!) expressing my own ideas.

Given that we have a three—minute presentation and
comment on others (fit73: 7 NP: others’ performances)
in class, 1 may as well (#tiF 8 LXN: will) seize the
chance to speak as much as possible as well as ($it74: 9
CnjP: and) learn what to enhance (#ityi: 10 VP: to be
enhanced ) from others’ comment (fityF 11 NP:
comments).

No pain, no gain (#tvE 12 NP: pains ,gains). |
am pretty convinced that 1 will make it as long as |
take the practical writing class seriously.
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