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On the Translation Strategies from the Perspective
of Relevance Theory

Yu Gaofeng
(College of Foreign Languages, University of Shanghai for Science and Technology, Shanghai 200093, China)

Abstract: According to relevance theory, linguistic communication is intrinsically an indicative
-inferential process. The speaker provides the most relevant information, and the listener infers from
the information by linguistic context, chooses the most relevant assumption, gets the optimal relevance,
correctly understands the speaker’s intention and achieves the success of communication. Relevance
theory also regards translation as an indicative-inferential process of different cultures and languages.
In the practice of translation, the translator acts as the successful communicative bridge between the
original author and the readers of the translation. Therefore, the translator should take the readers’
cognitive ability into consideration and use the domestication or alienation strategies in different
situations in order to help readers find the optimal relevance between the context of source text and that

of target text to gain the best communication.
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3 All its programs and activities of Golden
Eagle TV Art Festival are designed for your merriness
and happiness, which is the permanent theme
permeating in all its performances such as “Super Star
Vocal Concert”, “Classic Music Concert”, and “Face
to Face With Super Stars”.
with a great joy!
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51 2 As for facility, it is worse than bribery.

It is a grand festival filled

For bribers come but now and then; but if importunity
or idle respects head a man, he shall never be without.
As Salomon said, “To respect persons is not good; for
such a man will transgress for a piece of bread.”
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1513 1 suppose he will be awfully proud, and
that shall be treated most contemptuously. Still I
must bear my hard lot as well as I can... ({(ZF[3%))
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51 4 Romeo: What has thou found?
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5] 5 “Oh! Tell us about her, Auntie,” cried
Imogen; “I can just remember her. She’s the skeleton
in the family cupboard, isn’t she?” (J. Galsworthy: In
Chancery)
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¥ “Can this be another absurd maid come to
bury flowers like Taiyu?” he wondered in some
“If so, she’s Tung Shih imitating Hsi
Shih.” (Hsi Shih was a famous beauty in the ancient
Kingdom of Yueh, Tung Shih was an ugly girl who
tried to imitate her way which isn’t original but rather
tiresome) . (1 %€ i %)
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