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Pragmatic Failures in the E-C Translation of Science
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Abstract: There are some pragmatic failures in the E-C translation of science and technology. The
pragmatic failures in the translation of EST consist of two categories: language pragmatic failures and
social pragmatic failures. Language pragmatic failures are mainly due to 1) the word mistranslation of
literal meaning; 2) mistranslation caused by violation of Chinese word collocation and sentence patterns;
3) misuse of borrowing the structure and expression in English text. While social pragmatic failures are
mainly caused by the gap between the Sino-British culture and value differences. Some techniques, such
as transliteration, transference, amplification, omission, note etc. can be applied in the translation in EST
to reduce pragmatic failures.
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The nucleus is the information center of the
cell. (41 B A% & 40 B 1A B P i)

In the electrolysis, we must make use of cell. (7E
LR RE A, JATT 6 2048 ] LA )

When the ends of a copper wire are joined to a
device called an electric cell, a steady stream of
electricity flows through the wire. (43— HH12k
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Iron comes between manganese and cobalt in
atomic weight.
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Heat from the sun comes to us by radiation.

JE KB A A i o e i 28 AT T

BOE: OKBHIE R AR S 2 A T DL

R, PRAIIEES) 1A # 2t come HEIRAT EL
Bk, g SR PESCIR A o ST, SRS Bl i i) S
RS ETESCH, A DUE R R IL S5, W T E A
Rif o

JEPUEHARA 25 H B TR S8, i HL, 2R E
Az, Shia A4 1 RS BCIR R s . Deifih 558
R IC R EL R A B DGE ok, AT o A R T
A BRSOl XA, AR TE A IR



3

FiAFil, A5 DEDURHS R (0 AR S e g s 181

Bl

The shortest distance between raw material and a
finished part is casting.
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We cannot see or smell electricity but it is very
dangerous—electricity can kill.
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Many substances, when dissolved in water,
undergo dissociation, that is, some of the molecules
are broken down into charged particles or ions.

T IRZY AR TR 22 B 3k, B1—
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When an electric current is passed between two
electrodes immersed in such a solution, the —charged
ions move towards the anode, while the +charged ions
are drawn to the cathode.
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As a result the chemical industry has become the
central industry of modern civilization, tending,
because of its control over materials, to spread into,
and ultimately incorporate, older industries, such as
mining, smelting, building, and even through its
concern with fertilizers and food processing, agricul-
ture itself.
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The oxygen naturally exists and is not produced
by any sort of life on the gaseous hot world,
astronomers caution. Nevertheless, it is a promising
demonstration that the chemical composition of
atmospheres on planets many light-years away can be
measured. This could someday lead to finding the
atmospheric biomarkers of life on extra solar planets.
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Even if you hitched a ride on NASA’s Mach
9.68X—43A hypersonic scramjet, the fastest aircraft in
the world, it would take about 95,000 years to cover
the distance.
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The riches of Apollo, however, are NASA’s
albatross today.
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Space and time are part of the universe, not the
other way around, thinkers since Augustine have said,
and that is one of the central and haunting lessons of
Einstein’s general theory of relativity.
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But to ask what happened before the Big Bang is
a little bit like asking who was on base before the first
pitch was thrown out in a game, say between the
Yankees and the Red Sox. There was no “then” then.
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