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Abstract: Criticisms on Tian Jing Sha * Qiu Si have been mostly done from the perspective of
contrastive English-Chinese studies. Relevance translation theory can serve as a useful tool to compare
and analyze the four translations of the poem, in the hope of testifying the feasibility of cognitive
environment, communicative purpose and equivalence of optimal relevance in appraisal of poetry
translation.
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EX— Autumn

Crows hovering over rugged old trees wreathed
with rotten vine—the day is about done. Yonder is a
tiny bridge over a sparkling stream, and on the far
bank, a pretty little village. But the traveler has to go
on down this ancient road, the west wind moaning, his
bony horse groaning, trudging towards the sinking sun,
farther and farther away from home.
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EX =  Tuneto “Sand and Sky”

—Autumn Thoughts

Dry vine, old tree, crows at dusk.

Low bridge, stream running, cottages,

Ancient road, west wind, lean nag,

The sun westering

And one with breaking heart at the sky’s edge.

(Schlepp %)

¥ = Tune: Tian Jin Sha

Withered vines hanging on old branches,

Returning crows croaking at dusk.

A few house hidden past a narrow bridge

And below the bridge a quiet creek running.

Down a worn path, in the west wind,

A lean horse comes plodding.

The sun dips down in the west,

And the lovesick traveler is still at the end of the
world.

(T#H¥4. Burton Raffel %)

%M  Nostalgia

Above the age-old trees entwined with rotten
vine,

Crows are hovering as the sun is on the wane.

Over a murmuring stream is a tiny wooden
bridge,

On the far bank of the brook stands a retired little
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village.
The west wind keenly blows as the sun goes
below,
A skinny jade limps along the ancient road.
Farther and farther away from home,
The lone traveller has to go!
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