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A Discussion of Chinese-Japanese Homograghs
— A Case Study of the term “Express Mail”

Zhang Jitong
(College of Foreign Languages, University of Shanghai for Science and Technology, Shanghai 200093, China)

Abstract: This paper discuss the Chinese-Japanese homograph—=2 S{# (Express Mail) , focusing on
the reason why it wasn’t accepted by Chinese people so quickly as other Chinese-Japanese homographs
were. The Japanese word “{f” differs greatly from the words “Z{#” in their meaning, while their
pronunciations often suggest unclean association for Chinese people.
prefix in Chinese.

“fi” is a suffix in Japanese, but a
Therefore it does not fit the word formation pattern or speech habit in Chinese.
The current research concludes that the term =g S {i#f (Express Mail) > will not be accepted by Chinese
people within a short period of time.
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