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Abstract: A word association study reveals that low-proficiency Chinese learners of English produce

more derived words than inflected words for both high- and low-frequency words.
high proficiency in English produce more inflected words than low-proficiency learners.

Students who have
The results

suggest that low-proficiency learners rely more on morphological information to construct their English
lexemes and that the negative mother tongue transfer diminishes as the learners’ proficiency improves.
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