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On the Backgrounding Function of Cataphora
in English and Chinese Texts

Gao Jun
(College of Foreign Languages, University of Shanghai for Science and Technology, Shanghai 200093, China)

Abstract: By adopting the linguistic criteria for distinguishing foreground and background information
in narrative discourse, the present paper makes a detailed analysis of the aspect and syntactic markers in
the cataphora instances in our English and Chinese data. Our data analysis shows that narrative
backgrounding is the crucial factor that motivates the use of cataphora. The verification tests based on
our bi-directional translationally equivalent data also provide support for the backgrounding status of the
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construction types in which cataphoric pronouns appear in narrative discourse.
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51 1 a. When he; had played four or five holes,
b. he; (Babbit) relaxed a bit. ..
(Babbit Chapter 12)
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f51 2 Miss Maudie had known Uncle Jack Finch,
Atticus’s brother, since they were children. (To Kill a
Mocking Bird p.48)
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Fig.1 Scale of foregrounding/backgrounding indicated

by aspect markers in Chinese
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Bl 7 ARTEANA)

When she; settled in with us and life resumed its
daily pace, Aunt Alexandra; seemed as if she had
always lived with us. (To Kill a Mocking Bird p.131)

B8 ARBRE )

At the end, &; weeping drably, Zilla; promised to
restrain herself. (Babbitt Chapter 20)

519 JoahiEl/hva)

& Worried, Franz; stared at Baby as Dick
continued... (Tender is the Night Chapter 38)
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Tab.1 Semantic functions of PP in English corpus

0 IRE Ko (F L)
Jihe 13(33.3%)
I [ 9(23.1%)
77 13(33.3%)
ik5 1(2.6%)
R 3 (7.7%)
& 39(100%)

® 1SR, FHRESHA A R I I RE
FEARIA A IR 7S AP RRRES TR, #
FoRFER AR RS SR . B2KE LhREs
AR

5112 a. Jifr



24 ol L I N

%o G ERER)

2013 4 25 35 %

On his; way home, Ulysses; stopped to watch a
man who was building a barn. (The Human Comedy
p.165)

b. (A

During his; first five years in Maycomb, Atticus;
practiced economy more than anything... (To Kill a
Mocking Bird p.9)

c. /7

With one of his; damp hands Smith; imprisoned
Babbitt’s thick paw while he chanted... (Babbitt
Chapter 32)

d. ik

For all his; ambition and courage and desire to
be out and doing, Clyde; always struck her as one who
was not any too powerful physically or rock-ribbed
morally or mentally. (The American Tragedy p.121)

e. IRZ&

In his; embarrassment Babbitt could not recall his
reasons for not wishing to join the League... (Babbitt
Chapter 32)
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Tab.2 Construction types of Chinese cataphoric
cases in English versions
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Tab.3 Construction types of English Cataphoric
cases in Chinese versions
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