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The Principle of Symmetry of “Natural Turn”: Problem,
Reconstruction and Evaluation

—Bruno Latour’s Criticism of David Bloor and Its Philosophical Significance

An Weifu, Cuilu

(School of Humanities and Social Science, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200241, China)

Abstract: The principle of Symmetry put forward by David Bloor is one of the basic principles of
scientific sociology of knowledge. Bruno Latour has launched an attack on relativism in David Bloor’s
principle of Symmetry from the perspective of role-network theory. But his criticism falls into
pluralism and opportunism. While we attempt to eliminate absolutism by relativism of the principle of
Symmetry, we need to guard against the problem of relativism and the trap of pluralism and

opportunism.
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