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Adaptability of Hedges to Context in Political Interviews

Zhou Hong, Gu Min, Zhang Ying
(College of Foreign Studies ,Jiaxing University ,Jiaxing 314001 , China)

Abstract; Hedges, as a natural lingual phenomenon, are widely used in political interviews. The
Adaptation Theory of Verschuren provides us a new perspective on the analysis of the reasons why
interviewer and interviewee choose hedges as pragmatic strategies. Based on the interview between
Yang Lan and U. S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton from Interview With Yang Lan,this paper is to
make a study of the application of hedges in political interviews. The author thinks that the use of
hedges in political interviews is the result of speaker’s adaptation to the different types of

communicative context such as mental world, physical world and social world.
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By

Foreign Relations Committee, you suggested that U.

In your testimony to the Senate

S. should use smart power to handle international
issues. How is that approach, or strategy, reflected in
your Asian trip, especially your trip to China?
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512 Y. I found you more relax than before.

H: You know,I think 1 am getting older.
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513 Y. Thank you very much for your time,
although it falls short of my questions. Well, can I
squeeze just one more?

H. Sure.

TEB] 3 HRF TG, PSSR AR i B] 2 3,
17 S5 A R84k 22 2R U5, B L 5T T — 1 A0 BIR 1
15 very much XJ 75 H7 HLZE [T 2 HP 252 R 1 26 7 Jik
W, SR I5 T Mz FIRORI FR 75 well , 48 PRy ik ] R
1 71T A 52 IR V5 ) 35 A 8 5 A2 R, ] P ASORYY BIR o) 1
just LR T F SR AR — AN R, A2 b AR
RZRYWFE” 35K, X SR S 2 U7 & A
UF AR o X HLARON] R E well, BRJE TR UM
TR AT [a] B B — o 0 T B AN o AR i J
ORI, — U8 18 T S ) 5 TP A o i ) A R 7 R il S
T I ] 8 B H 2 U5 [R) 30 B A 45 o iy e, 245 A H]
—> well Fl—A~ just, %78 T B S BA ViR 45
R FEE A, (]It e 3 1 AR S — I ] PR3 5K
well "] DLAE Jy #i %€ 88 %E 38 T+ BL ( temporizing or
delaying tactics) """ T J& /F Oy 4E 3R T B 1 ORI R
il i well 73T R L — Fh M1 RO PRI T k22t 1T,
RATIFEN T 3PP 2+ 22 0 4

X LR S Al A2 1 H B3 B sy 5 R LR
PBE . EBOR VIR H b, 23 (8] F 500 15 3R 4 I
AT EEERZW . Y B RAEBUE R,
AL AR AR L ) PR 78 SR ST 7 7 F B 35, T AR
SE G 3t B 2 I AR, SR B HUH R H B FIRICR .

5] 4 Y. But this is a beautiful Embassy.
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H: Isn’ t it? I am so proud and impressed by it.
It took a long time to build, but it is very beautiful and
very functional. And the architecture is Chinese-
inspired, so it’s really a wonderful addition to our
embassy community.
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5] 5 Y. Do you think that China should further
invest into American treasury bonds? Because there is
a debate here-with unclear future, we should stop
buying more.

H. Well, I certainly do think that the Chinese
government and the central bank here in China is
making a very smart decision by continuing to invest

in treasury bonds for two reasons.
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6 Y. And so you are going back today,
right?

H: Yes. I have to go back today.

Y: And just in time to celebrate your daughter’s
29th birthday.

H: That’s true. She will be 29 on Friday. And I
am very much looking forward to seeing her for a
birthday dinner.

Y. Okay. So what kind of path do you like to
see her take? I know she has been studying health
policy and management at Columbia.

H. That’s right. I think she is someone who
charts her own path, and I am very impressed and
delighted at the choices that she has made. I just, like
most mothers , want her to be happy and have a good
life. And that is really all 1 wish for her.
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