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Literary Translation and Cultural Filtration
—On the Translation of W. B. Yeats in Modern China

Geng Jiyong, Si Yang
(School of Foreign Studies, Tongji University, Shanghai 200092, China)

Abstract ; This paper investigates the cultural filtration in translation of William Butler Yeats in modern
China (1919—1949) , on the basis of collecting and sorting the translations of Yeats’ poems and
poetics. Since 1919 when W. B. Yeats was introduced into China by Mao Dun, his identity and image
had changed from a patriot of Ireland to a symbolist poet and theorist in modern China. His poetry
played a part in the writings of Chinese New Poetry and then in its theoretical construction. Finally , it is
concluded that the reception of W. B. Yeats in modern China is conditioned by the real context of

Chinese literature , esp. the New Poetry.
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