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A Cognitive Semantic Analysis of English Plural Nouns
from the Perspective of Prototype Theory

Liu Bingquan,Hu Bin
(School of Foreign Languages ,Nanchang Hangkong University ,Nanchang 330063 , China)

Abstract; By using prototype theory, this paper makes a comparative analysis of different meanings
between English nouns and their plural forms and presents a view that nouns can be a kind of prototype
in which all members can be divided into the central members and the marginal members. It is clear that
central members of nouns express the typical characters either in meanings or syntactic structures, while

the marginal members have some new different meanings from the central members which are often
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associated with their central members.
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51 (a) All our family came to Granddad’s
eightieth birthday party.

(b) He was born in a wealthy family.
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52 (a) 500 dollars is a big sum of money.
(b) Five people is enough for the job.
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B3 (a) We see with (the) eye.
(b) We see with (our) eyes.
(¢) We see with (our) two eyes.
B4 (d) We work with (the) hand.
(e) We work with (our) hands.
(f) We work with (our) two hands.
55 (g) It is pleasant to the eye/ear.
(h) Tt is pleasant to my eyes/ears.
(1) It is pleasant to my two eyes/ears.
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