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A Study on the Preposition Under Image Schema Theory
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Abstract: This thesis is intended to study the preposition “for” under the theoretical framework of
image schema, with metaphorical extension. Through the data analysis of gap filling, translation between
English and Chinese, and retrospective interview , the writer concluds that 1) Chinese learners don’ t
have good comprehension of the preposition “for” ,including its extended meaning; 2) The preposition
“for” easily causes confusion with the preposition “of” ; 3) When using the preposition “for”,
Chinese learners may be influenced by the transfer of their native language. The cognitive study on the

preposition “for” will play a practical role in preposition teaching and learning.
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5] 1 He left Hong Kong for Beijing yesterday.

wmA R, B2 N “He”, AR AR M A
“Beijing” o XEREXABACRIASHA “ N7 1045
FAE T, “Beijing” JEHH A S H AL, B
i in] for 7EIXbR/REE B H ML o

2. REWMEX
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5] 2 He asked for help. ( Getting)

513 It was for his own good. ( Be given
benefit )

5] 4 These clothes are for sale. (Usage)

Ef 2 ~4 Fr, “help”, “his own good”,
“usage” AR, BN B T EE AR X G, H S
HE SRR
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{51 5 He sold his house for $2000.

5 6 1 bought this book for 20 Yuan.

s 6 v, G54k 535y house” F
“book” , FLFRI 2 “ $2000” F1 “20 Yuan” , 32
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This book |:> 20Yuan
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Fig.2 Meaning of exchange
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SRR, PRI for R 125 [A] 5 SCIH
FEGIHRTE W0 224, B 25 A S il 41k
133K the wish for happiness £l a taste for art H,
“wish”, “taste” A, IR AMTHIEA 2475
WA, “wish” f8[A1HRAR, “taste” $81A] AR, KA A
“wish”, “taste” MHIGE L Lk, & EA Tt )
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Fig.3 Meaning of distance
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57 1 followed him for miles.

5] 8 T have studied French for five years.
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519 We could hardly see for the thick mist.
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Bio TEBIO h GHARR “we”, bR Z “mist”, HAR
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Fig.4 Meaning of the reason
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Tab.1 Frequency of using preposition for

No. 1
o LI 215 R RC 1 S /S s SIS 1
Frequency 52 43 30
Percent 41.6 34.4 24.0
No.2
wOOEE B, % EE SCFF EN
Frequency 90 3 32
Percent 72 2.4 25.6

EXTEE—8 “We could hardly see for the thick
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Tab.2 Frequency of using preposition for

_— Lk
Frequency Percent
iz F #9114 for 38 24.7
B IEGRH AR 24117 for 106 8.8
x5 10 6.5

BEFRA A A HARBO T T
£3 NAEAEER

Tab.3 Frequency of using prepositions

ey o

since  for to by of &R
1 5 144 1 1 \ for
2 145 2 1 2 1 since
3 \ 47 103 1 \ for
4 \ 9 118 8 16 to
5 \ 53 1 75 22 for
6 1 19 76 44 11 by
7 2 47 24 55 23 for
8 1 123 12 \ 15 for
9 1 14 130 5 2 of
10 \ 14 130 5 2 for
11 2 36 7 14 92 of
12 4 78 9 30 30 for

T3 W, 1~ 12405 1 2 12 8, oA BT Ay
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5] 10  The beggar died of hunger and cold.

Lots of them died for the cause of

fi 11
liberation.

1110 Hr, “the beggar” 44, R “hunger
and cold” , % H & FAR ) A RS Bl ANIE S By
7N, FHhR “hunger and cold” X S 44 A 4 T, 3 5L
45 Rk & “ the beggar”™, “died” . R 4 3 iy
causing is force, A] DLiZ@lH  JEAn A= A AE T 7, 37t
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#1110 Hr A id) of IR | B, 5l F Y& AR
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liberation” W] EHMUE BHHr, 82574 “lots of them”
B HE, Zah, £ W& EmER . ik
F2lg; “ getting means you move to the object” , i {4
] 5t bR % 3l gk o2 A8 24K 15, Bl “ the cause of
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TNEE B BRI LA BT, 1T DA 2 2] 3RS S E 4
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The beggar <:] Hunger and cold
TR LM

BS REESX

Fig.5 Meaning of the reason

Lots of : The cause of
them liberation
TR LM
E6 REMWEX

Fig.6 Meaning of the purpose
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