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On the “Water” Image and its Translation in Ancient Chinese
Love Poems from the Perspective of CMT

Zou Xingju
(College of Foreign Languages, Guangdong Baiyun Institute, Guangzhou 510450, China)

Abstract . From the perspective of CMT , this paper analyzes the “water” image in ancient Chinese love
poems and points out that it is essentially a conceptual metaphor mapped from the source domain “wa-
ter” to the target domain “love” . The purpose of the study herein lies in negating the idea that the
translation of metaphor is simply the transfer of literal signs and to propose that translators should try to
achieve the mapping equivalence between original “water” image and target “water” image in transla-
ting the “water” image into English. The translation strategies include translating, changing and mani-

festing the source domain.
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Tab.2 Translation of “water” image in ancient love poems
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By the red bridge in the green field we met that
day,/But now my dear no longer appears,/Although

the water is still flowing away. )
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carefree river carries it away. '’

LN carefree, [ Af < K" AR EIT ZEAE Y

FEAT5 T HAR T2 K JC R M, B AE A
Fram A AR FIES AR 1 25|

2. B &8, RE SR BAREE “=87

TN F BT IA 2230 RE 2 A s 5 v 1) 2
gy AIETEAE UL 5N W ANTA BIRZ A H 1)
AT, NIRRT AN [] Fr) sy 7y =X B e [ —
Yy, PRIHCAEDL B W R I8 & P AR AR 2 06 R A —
BB H AR R B e , A AU N R R KT B
GAT IR H P — A, BB XL, 1R e bh
R IR AR B H BRI “ a7 o Bl

B9 FofhKimk Bz R, HHERR
WA, R RKIK, (B2 MET))

PEIEAIG A8 K™ WRSS B HARIER 217 4
TR Z I A o RS0y YISk | VLR ANRE
PE, R AEREATE A W I T (ER, JRIE A
PAEIL IR Z W R A X —Famr . [,
PRI T T AR

I live upstream and you/Downstream by River
Blue. /Day after day of you I think,/But you are not
in view,/Although as one we drink/The water clear
of River Blue. """
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The River Pian™ lows,/The River Si* flows,/
They flow to the ancient ferry at Melon School.

(" The Pian River originates in Henan. It flows
into the Si River in Jiangsu Province, at an ancient
ferry crossing. )
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