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On Nominalization Metaphor and its Discourse Function
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(College of Foreign Languages, University of Shanghai for Science and Technology ,Shanghai 200093 , China)

Abstract; Nominalization metaphor, as an important feature of English of Science and Technology
(EST) ,plays an important role in scientific discourse. It performs many discourse functions, such as
adding objectivity ,concentration , formality , conciseness, cohesion and coherence to English discourse. A
good study of the functions of nominalization in EST can help us understand the deeper semantic mean-

ing,and lay a sound foundation for the correct understanding of EST,and provide better service for the

Vol.35 No.4

translation of EST.
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Tab.1 Congruenf from and metaphorical from
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5] 1 Rectification of this fault is achieved by

insertion of a wedge.
1 b, 44 14d] rectification £ insertion i =5
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Tab.2 Proportion of nominalization in different texts
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% 2 (A) Population grew rapidly in the
1964s. And their need for service also grew quickly.
In this situation, the computer science was pressed to
develop quickly. Because the number of individuals
who need serving was very large, businesses, govern-
ments,and institutions found that the computer should

be speedy and reliable to meet such kind of demand.
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(B) The rapid growth of population and need
for service in the 1960s placed their own unique pres-
sures upon the development of computer science. Bus-
inesses, governments, and institutions found that, due
to the number of individuals being served , they needed
the computer’s speed and reliability.
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513 (A) In the early days when engineers had
to make a bridge across a valley and the valley had a
river flowing through it they often built viaducts,
which were constructed of masonry and has numerous
arches in them, and many of these viaducts became
notable.

(B) In bridging river valleys, the early engineers
notable viaducts  for

built  many masonry

numerous arches.
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514 (A) We can improve its performance
when we use superheated steam.

(B) An improvement of its performance can be
effected by the use of superheated steam.
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5] 5 (A) Last year alone they changed 20 ma-
jor things and improved their 40 Mazda even more
perfect.

(B) Last year alone they made 20 major changes
and improvements toward making their Mazda even
more perfect.
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51 6 (A) Scientists are confident about how
coal is formed, but they do not seem so sure when
asked about oil.

(B) Scientists are confident about the formation
of coal, but they do not seem so sure when asked
about oil.
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7 (A) After the structural information has
been extracted ,the next step is to work out as much as
possible the geological history of the area.

(B) Fundamental in this connection is the deter-

mination of the ages of the different horizons, prefera-

bly according to the geological time scale but at least
relative to one another.
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