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A Cognitive Approach to Intertextuality Understanding
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(1. School of Foreign Languages, Qingdao Technological University, Qingdao 266520, China;
2. Graduate School, Shanghai International Studies University, Shanghai 200083, China)

Abstract; Intertextuality is not only a way of text existence, but implicates a way of text under-
standing. Based on relevant cognitive theories, the paper explores the cognitive mechanism, process
and features of intertextuality understanding. It concludes that understanding of intertextual texts involves

the mechanism of conceptual blending, conceptual optimization of intertextual sources and features of

contextual convergence, semantic consensus and interactions between participants and texts.

Key words: intertextuality; cognitive features; text understanding
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