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Generic Structure Potential and the Teaching of College
English Argumentative Writing
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Abstract: An investigation we conducted recently shows that the current situation of argumentative
writing of the first-year non-English majors is far from satisfactory. Apart from mistakes of spelling,
grammar, collocation and style, there are errors of generic structures. This paper attempts to analyze

these errors and offer some suggestions on how to improve the teaching of argumentative writing by

applying the Generic Structure Potential Theory put forward by systemic functional linguists.
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What makes a good friend?

(1) As we all know, a good friend and a good
teacher mean a lot to us. When we are puzzled, a
good friend can tell us which way is the best. When
we feel down, a good friend can cheer us up. When
we feel lonely, a good friend always company us.

(2) To make a good friend, I think trust is
exactly important. Trust is a bridge of deep
communication. If you don’t trust your friends, you
also will not trust you. Second, excusal also plays an
important role in a good friendship. Everyone will make
mistakes. What we can do is to learn to forgive others.
When your friends make mistakes, we should learn to
forgive your friends instead of blaming.

(3) Having a good friend, we could learn a lot
from a good friend. And no matter in study and life,
we can help each other.
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“we should learn to forgive your
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What makes a good friend?
(1) As we all know, a good friend means a lot

to us. When we are puzzled, a good friend can tell us

which way is the best. When we feel depressed, a
good friend can cheer us up. When we feel lonely, a
good friend always accompanies us.

(2) To make a good friend, I think trust is most
important. Trust is a bridge of deep com-munication.
If you don’t trust your friends, they will not trust
you. Second, forgiveness also plays an important role
in a good friendship. Everyone will make mistakes.
What we can do is to learn to forgive others. When
your friends make mistakes, we should learn to
forgive your friends instead of blaming them.

(3) There might be other things to consider, but

to me trust and forgiveness can make a good friend.
(Z) BEREMEZRIIET

What makes a good friend?

(1) Throughout our life, we rely on small groups
of people for love, admiration, respect, moral support
and help. It is the importance of a good friend we can
conclude. So we have a question; What makes a good
friend?

(2) As far as T am concerned, honesty is the most
important component in a friendship. If you are
dishonesty, no one will make friend with you. Second,
having trust in each other. Friendship is a source of
happiness, so we should trust in each other. Third,
having the common interest and goal. In our life, we
know some good friends both in common interest and
goal from ancient to the present age. For example,
Marks and Engels. Last but not the least, I think good
friend should have more times to get along with each
other. Even they are at different place, they should
contact with others. Good friend know what you like
eat, what colour you like most. I think, a friend is,
as it were, a second self.

(3) All of those make a good friend.

(4) As we all know, a good friend is an essential
ingredient in the making of a healthful rewarding life.
No man is the whole of himself, his friends are the rest
of him. We need good friend to make our life more
lighter.

(5) What makes a good friend? Socrates says:
“Don’t try to win a friend by presenting gifts. You

should instead contribute your sincere love and learn
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how to win others through appropriate ways.” So we
should make good friend with love and our heart.
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no one will make friend with you” > “If you are

“If you are dishonesty,
dishonest, no one will make friends with you”,
“Third, having the common interest and goal” &
“having common interest and goal” , “Even they are
at different place, they should contact with others”
A “Even they are at different places, they should
contact each other” , Z¢4% TN EXN IR XHEES
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What makes a good friend?

(1) A good friend is an essential ingredient in the
making of a healthful rewarding life. Throughout our
life, we rely on a small group of friends for love,
admiration, respect, moral support and help. But we
have to answer a question; What makes a good
friend?

(2) First, being honest is the most important
component in a friendship. If you are dishonest, no
one will make friends with you. Second, having trust
in each other. Friendship is a source of happiness, so
we should trust in each other. Third, having common
interest and goal. In our life, we know some good
friends both in common interest and goal from ancient
to the present age. For example, Marx and Engels.
“Don’t try to win a
should

contribute your sincere love and learn how to win

Fourth, love. Socrates says:
friend by presenting gifts. You instead
others through appropriate ways. ” So we should make
good friends with love and our heart. Last but not the

least, I think good friend should have more times to

get along with each other. Even they are at different

places, they should contact each other. Good friends

know what you like to eat, what colour you like

most. I think, a friend is, as it were, a second self.
(3) I think, all this makes a good friend.
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