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A Probe into Transference of Syntactic Focus in the Course
of Translation Between Chinese and English

Yang Zili
( Department of Foreign Languages, Shanghai Ouhua Vocational Technical College, Shanghai 201422, China)

Abstract; In the course of translation between English and Chinese, we see noticeable differences
between the two languages in the sentence constituent that conveys the core information of a statement.
In the case of Chinese grammar, major constituents are used to indicate the core information of a
statement while, in the case of English grammar, minor constituents are chosen to identify the core
information. That is, there is a consistency between the semantic focus and the grammatical focus in
Chinese, as is contrasted by an inconsistency between the semantic focus and the grammatical focus in
English. Therefore, the writer comes up with a translation approach called “Transference of Syntactic
Focus”, which says that it is necessary to interchange the grammatical roles of the major and minor
constituents, thus transferring the syntactic focus of the source language to ensure faithfulness and

expressiveness of the target language.
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5] 1 An American investor can usually make a
stock purchase by paying 50 percent down and getting
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