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A Review of Domestic Research on Legal Translation

Zheng Zimin
( Department of Foreign Languages, Fujian University of Technology, Fuzhou 350118, China)

Abstract: The history of legal translation in China can be traced back to Qing dynasty and has gone
through three stages: the embryonic stage, the slow-progress stage and the flourishing stage. With a
review of the history of domestic legal translation, this paper analyzes the status quo of research on
legal translation in China. This paper, based on a survey of the research articles on legal translation
published in domestic FL journals over the past twelve years (2000—2011), sums up the features of
domestic research on legal translation, reviews the achievements made in this research field, points out

the major problems existing in the contemporary research. In order to further promote the development

of legal translation research, the tendency towards future research is also predicted.
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Tab.1 Distribution of articles on legal translation studies published in major domestic FL journal (2000—2011)

FE

AT it
2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

[ B 2 2 6 1 3 5 4 2 4 5 7 3 44
v R4 B 6 4 2 7 3 4 6 2 2 2 1 39
iR 1 1 2 1 2 3 3 1 14
IWZRAME 22 1 2 1 1 1 3 9
AL T AMEE R R ] 2 1 1 5
AIME T SC 1 1 1 3
P IRAMESN R 1 ! 3
[ N N o 1 1 1 3
HE2ET 1 1 2
IMEH 1 1 2
SMEDFIE 1 1 2
SMBEHE ST 1 1
KEAME TR K224 1 1
HNE 5 MBS 1 1
it 12 7 12 10 11 16 14 6 9 9 16 7 129
HA (%) 9 5 9 8 9 12 11 5 7 7 12 5 100
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Tab.2 Distribution of the research objects of articles on domestic legal translation studies(2000-2011)

Wicxt % B wil Ao

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 (%)
LEAT 5 3 7 3 6 9 9 5 6 7 11 5 76 59
BB 6 2 5 5 4 5 4 2 2 2 1 38 29
SES 1 2 1 1 2 1 1 11 9
BB 1 1 1 4 3
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Tab.3 Distribution of the research contents of articles on domestic legal translation studies(2000—2011)

ST i wit A
2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 H(%)
PR 4 3 4 4 4 3 3 4 2 2 6 3 42 33
AR R Tk 3 2 2 1 3 4 7 4 5 1 37 29
ALE TR B 5 2 5 4 3 5 1 1 33 26
R 1 1 1 1 2 2 8 6
e I E YN 1 1 1 1 4 3
RS 1 1 1 3 2
R 1 1 2 2
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Tab.4 Distribution of the research methods of articles on domestic legal translation studies(2000—2011)
B3Ik L wik Ao
2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 (%)
SIS 10 5 10 8 8 12 10 4 5 4 9 4 89 69
IS PEAIF ST 2 2 2 2 3 4 4 2 4 5 7 3 40 31
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