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A COCA-Based Study on English Preposition “ Over”

Zhang Qun, Liu Feng
(School of Foreign Studies, China University of Mining and Technology, Xuzhou 221116, China)

Abstract; Prepositions are frequently used in English and are key issues for English learners, teachers
and researchers. The corpus-based approach has been widely adopted in linguistic study and has been
gradually effective. Based on COCA, this paper focuses on the study of the use and distribution of the
preposition “over”, and it reveals that among the top 30 verb and noun collocations with “over”, the
semantic meanings of this preposition could be classified into 12 categories. Among them, non-spatial
metaphoric meanings are more frequent than that of spatial meanings. In spatial meanings, the
proportion of semantic item “covering something or pervading in some place” is the highest. In terms
of non-spatial metaphoric meanings, the semantic item “somebody has control, authority, priority, or
responsibility on somebody or something” and “during a process” are respectively of the highest

proportion. The research findings will benefit English learners, teachers and researchers.
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B 8 NguBpiarh 22T 1 B, ERALA
TR I AT RE S > 2 A B i . PR LA M 1B RE
S BEA ARG, NSNS BT E R
T at, on, in ZEHIHEMNERANI], A SCERAFSY
BB over HEATIFFY . — DA 215
X, Ho s (s CHEEZS [ R i o Al
A RO U X R B, R R A
HISHETC A IR, A e 5 B — A 1) Y S Bl 1
Ilo EISPOEATRETRREX /1 10] over M4 THIAFFTES
A B T8 7R DB BT B X — A 1] i S i A
O, RUEENRIE (JCHREAN I I8 213X LT
%) LA ENEIES % .
—. R ER

AR, EIMNTZE T FRMNANE T 2E A X,
IRAIE ST T BE9E . Brugman F 8 T ARG S
SEWF5E A1) over HIFLA . Lakoff 7 Brugman 5%
FSETE L FTHE & B B8 T3 over'™ . Langacker
FHIARWE “HHA (trajector)” F1 “H4R (landmark)”
Sk PE above, below, out £ through 33X J1/™1A]2Z [E]
T SCHAREME o Taylor AINIE 75 2 Ff1 3 A0S
TAvid] over £ Iizs[AlE X2 MRS RS, (HEXHEN
INHRE 5 27 FE Al 0 By 3= SO 25 T i A ) EE A
Tyler F1 Evans {-1i& T over (ARG X, ifiTAh &
ANFEE SRIR A SCAT LI e 5 SO %O R R 2%
2t TEEMN, XA over BYBFFL LA MK
T SCEOMTR A UL over BY—iRIZ XIS, 2
A BERGBILER FE SR ER A BERFFE T 4] over SN
ShASIESIAIE ST o R A i] over [Zs [IREGT Sy
4RI 12 T2, IER A 9 B E KRR
(BNC) HIF5EA i over fies FIRShIRHERL™

FEI A X A1) over i SLEIBFSE, R AR A1)
over [ U AEMIE TEHE S, BIR L5t igfit
TIBRNERR AR, (H R RS IEE
(BRI S Loy, AR 4 () Ak A 5 aR
KA over BN IRIHE FLFN 44 TRIFE LA SE Rt
1 H WA 28 2w B R E R X 1) over
G G Ty 28, WS RCE 743 #T, HorpXh “over
+ 40”7 ST RAR VS K

=L BRSO SR

Firth RS RFECE h—FiE S R, 18
XFIGR PR lRIE RS LA s B2 S S B N 5

1" . Halliday 71 Hasan 45 e 5 SR 76 4 Fifr i 5
JEEN BB R, watieid, HA 4HA
TR SR B A M A L. A TE R A
ZRIE, T8 8GR R 5 0 e
BLrWFs IS TR TERVEWRTE P PR 53
Wi, Hrh2z—R M KWTC (355 XK )
(ZEIEL ) — PRI 259 s RS T Z A4 e
(BRI P, Horp 2z — st R S B (MI ) .
MI AR % 53— B P2 A i i J E, M
LT IR I DO 5 e S I N L 21 I R
W, MIEEY T iAiE R fRsn S ™ . Hunston
feih “HEmCrh, MIESE e T 3 A R] DU
B

H4E Rosch (W B E, 7E— UG NAR, —it
JEWERL A 23 TR | TS G R IBCRI T, i JE A3
IR | A S RO R R R A fE—
T, S IR AR AZC ), T A
Gri)o XA SO S e B, dnde (51
H1) . ARG ROLAA RN 7 A B R . — R 2 SRR
RIVEREIRARSA],  BROR—ANT) i SO RERE A A —
AR B o

ASCFFE) H A 24110 over 7E COCA (3£ [E Y
PREGEIERLE)  TPSEBRE FRRE O, A i
R BCSR AHEBC A ], FF DL S LR A R4
GIHTXT over FTE SCHFA 4325, BRITHERCTR] 4 S0
(K534 FFE, COCA FY TR AR AT LS B AC 5 O 4,
TR 4 (ST R, N TRR 110 over S iRl
(FSTICIR], ARSCHEEAMIA] over ZEB5RE R 1 I hinl Ay 5
R 2 (RN — A ) 2 R T
FENG, SAHEIL R LSO B B (ML {H)
RV AR FE TR . A SCH ] over ZeilEs BN
1 Bl A4 85 B 2 A4 TRIVE RS 4, [AlR
V5 ST LRI ML R 358 B B 80 Fry 5 T
o AT BRI ARFE B IR A E IC 1 BE LA, AR
TEfFHTELL COCA TERLERS, W/ NEAG AR E N
3, ARHEILIAECHE S 35 i 30 26 3 i) 5 i
30 L4 RHATIL, L5 30 41 Sl Bt A1 4% Tl e
FEESR I A FECRA S e R . O T 388 TAERCR, 45
4 COCA THRHE H SR, ASCRASFIEEAIISR
ks, IR 10% (ENFEASRHTTITSE

=L ST
(—) BASHIMEXSH
ARSCHEIR 18] over [T 30 AN ShialH Ao sl AU FE
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A EECN 2 208, A TEFABC IR AR AS SACN6 435, 1
BHEERIZR WX 30 /> 2fyia) 5 e 1) F1 44 T8 Ao i) (1 2
PUSECR BA5 BEHAR S, REASORUEFS T ) BEFIIFSY
XPGAMIINE, TERER R Y], 1540 take, preside,
hang, lean, fly, bend, pass ZE45#0 241 1R) over [t
W5 W2 Bl 1A], 1] year, time, heat, head, world,
course, shoulder SE55#f &4 ir] over fY ML B A T 4/ 1)

(RABAE AR 1) o OV EN TR LT 30 4>
SRS A S R o R s 1, HERERT
3o XRWIESGRAFAIRL A, AR FiE i 25 fi 1)
TAEXLES A R4 1A 41 i over BFFRCTH. UL,
DT ) F A N B ALX L2 17 5541 iA] over
FEBCRAR, DUMETHmtd i —4 i 1 o FH R A4

Fz 1 4viFE over BIET 30 4 hiRIFE EL IR 1 & AL EL 17

Tab. 1 Top 30 verb collocates and noun collocates of preposition “over”

B4 A i LR HfEEE AR FATE W LIS EREFSEIES AR
take 5 657 3. 38 566 year 12 928 3. 37 1293
preside 2233 9. 95 223 time 11 134 3. 14 1113
hang 1 268 5. 06 127 heat 5 662 6. 17 566
lean 1251 5. 64 125 head 4610 3. 79 461
fly 1 050 4. 68 105 world 4 086 3. 06 409
bend 952 5. 89 95 course 3357 3. 69 409
pass 720 3. 11 72 shoulder 3103 5. 43 310
hover 681 7. 40 68 weekend 2352 5. 41 235
wash 609 5. 16 61 top 2 349 3. 59 235
fight 560 3. 11 56 period 2 241 4. 44 224
loom 503 6. 92 50 edge 1510 4. 43 151
hunch 497 7. 75 50 phone 1375 3. 44 138
spread 475 4. 10 48 decade 1299 3. 87 130
drape 456 6. 98 46 century 976 3. 21 98
sweep 421 5. 10 42 internet 918 4. 12 92
tower 385 4. 97 39 hill 610 3. 22 61
Cross 380 3. 52 38 radio 584 3. 07 58
roll 371 3. 35 37 mouth 565 3. 09 57
pore 369 7. 83 37 telephone 493 3. 85 49
climb 363 4. 09 36 dinner 487 3. 00 48
evolve 352 5. 26 35 counter 465 4. 03 47
trip 342 3. 22 34 chest 460 3. 65 46
settle 320 3. 78 32 fence 454 4. 46 45
pour 286 4. 15 29 lunch 424 3. 48 42
peer 274 3. 82 27 coffee 416 3. 18 42
prevail 272 6. 03 27 horizon 407 4. 65 41
triumph 257 5. 64 26 lifetime 323 4. 13 32
jump 257 3..20 26 railing 273 6. 09 27
shout 255 3. 99 26 objection 249 4. 89 25
divide 250 3. 86 25 territory 235 3. 19 24

S 2% WRTFE AT A1 over B9E L4321
ST R KRBT 5 6 TS BURE AR (1) 20 A 1 S itk
b, ARSCEA I over BYTE LAk 12 T, ALEE 5 Wi
23 [A]TE SCR 7 TR A Rl B i o e, JE2s i) e
WTE SRS (AR S EM (I 2 FiR) .

(Z) FHRABEIAK DT

Xtria] over F5 LI 73 M B GE TR AL 15 451>
AIAZREH 5 B — SO B AR B S AT Y EE
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PEBCTRIA I Ho ], a1, /i3] over Hij30 >3
AT RIESEAEA T, JEAS (Rl RRiE SR He s
B S LB EER . X R, S A R A
fisife) Tl A1) over YRS ] fRmiE L (X — 5
PO IR IRE A REE— 2P X AT ) o
Tihh, TEASEEE S, G2(22.37% ) B ol i
Ko TEAEAS IR TE L, G9 (38.04% ) Jir it
B, WO ARZS BliE O 0y, BAERT A
12 A Sl i % (3 WWH) .

F2 4rid over IEXN 57

Tab.2 Semantic categorization of preposition “over”

% s
g1 DETFRWEEA LT HEA
e fih
G2 BRI EuE K
25 [)3E X G3  BH:ER

G4 BB
G5 (TR NG T —hi

Ge TEEd R/NSCGE B
LY YN
G7 R
G8  CTHF, hTEH
A EEEE L 59 RRACEID MR L) A
IR LA S DT
G10  fEFHEY @Y
Gl1 T o — M oG B BHL A
Gl12  JiESFEE

T SO A IR Z, A SCUEAR
AR A IR . 7E GL 1, bend Fir (5 H il iR K,
154} “He bent over a big puddle” Frx “fhiff S 1E—
MIOKGL T T T KB BT, HY
IKYTBR i, 7E G2 v, Shialia s B
o Hrp, lean fir 5 LUfilfieis. 16k “She lean over
the rail of a boat and vomit” F/x “IRE LA X
m”, 5 GLREMR, NS AR T A
Jr, MHIE A T B s, 75 G3 v, fly (1
Fell T hn, X DEhiafEin) over (AL
1 G3 W A e, ik “They flew over the
rough roads to the site of the old camp”, 1R i {Z
“over” TR RN K S B ) — b S )iz )
AT, TE G4 v, peer By LU IAH Y &, B K} “ The
doctor peered over the heads of the couple” kA&
“BIABXSRZER R, HOGHI M A% B — 7 fin
., X over BB 4 R L. G5 HHAt 4 4>
23 (8] LI FITANTR], - PR R e 0 28 ) sl iml s i i) 2

loom, 1E#} “looming over the doctor’s shoulder, an
island where there had never before been an island:--”
FOR B A TR AR 5 —
BAR “E57 JEARREZE, fEiX B over I TRIRL
TR 73—, 7E G6 v, shout (¥ fdf T Hu 491 45
158} “I shout over both their voices” 1, over 7Ek B
MATFoR “Eha b TN 1EGT H, evolve iX
A3 iR 1 i g Oy BB, 5 B State licensing
regulations and policies have evolved over the decades”
o8 “VFAHIERNBORE MBS 207 7 ILHE", 1RH
i over ZEMLFOR—Fhid . G8 My ghinl4 Hinl AR
=, H i e MY Y fight, 58} “lawsuits and
legislative battles are being fought over tenure” H over
ik COCTHE, BTRSE. £ G, take 7E GO
T R A LRI E AN S T, 15 “They started taken
over India” 1, over ik “FA (F) XFHA (F)
AR A THE” . 1 GI0 1, spread
Fil pass (1) fft I Lb ) # 4¢ = o i BE “cost of utility
infrastructure will be spread over a larger base of
ratepayers” FIR “ HERITR A EE R AR BT NBLA )
W2 M LSFRE”, over 7RI R —FP A BLR AR
pass J& GL1 HrME—[Zhia5HLI , THEL “the bill was
passed over President Johnson’s veto” H, over 7EiE%
AP HMESCE AT . 7E GI2 Hh, A 6 D aliE
5 over FYFATCHA i~ TH B IE € 45 L. Mo, hang FI
trip FOFERT L fl%5 . 18} “One of the big questions
hanging over Mr. Iger” F&R “H—dEEUR M AR —H
L& Mr. Iger”,

(Z) BRABEIAE ST

il 30 A ST IR R 43 B, E2S [l BRgy i L
(74.04% ) WHAR Lbas E)E 3L (25.96% ) myffi It
B, Fah, 2SIl ORAEZS (B SR S 2 4
Beial B H AR e . 5 B —3k, &S
Tirp G2 (15.26% ) WYL Held de ). X,
G2 FaI Rz A1 SO A% O Gy, oAt 4 TR i %
Gy TAEAEZS (B Famris S, GT (53.84% ) Jr i
Fefldse s, AR TRl i SR A% LT

ZIHEBCIR A, head AOEHILLBITE GI
2 E W, 15K He held the lantern high over our
heads” Hr, “XT98" 76 “3K7 W B, (HIFAHEA, 78
G2, A RCIR TR R H AR Y £, Horp,
world F) {1 i Lo il i 5, 55 B HC 5 i head 1 shoulder
Fr G B AR R . 18R} “there are hundreds of open
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Tab.3 Verb collocates and noun collocates of preposition “over”

N e SCBUSRER D& Eslliv] N A V1 1E:3' SCIE PN 2 1R A
"Fi. Iﬁ S 7N N N N
U g HITEAI (> 1% ) W e I >1%)
bend(17.60% ) ,hang(16.74% ) ,tower head (66.81% ), top (9.48% ), shoulder
Gl 9 233 (13.73% ), hover(13.30% ), hunch 10 232 (6.90% ), horizon (6.90% ), territory
(10.55%)  (12.45%), lean (12.02%), loom (3.64% )  (2.59% ) ,chest (2.16% ) ,hill (1.72% ),
(11.16% ) ,fly (2.58% ) fence (1.72% ) ,edge (1.29% )
lean(19.64% ) ,hang (12.55% ) ,wash
(10.53% ), bend (10.12% ), drape
(9.31% ), spread (8.91% ). setile world(39.53% ) ,head (17.86% ) , shoulder
494 974 (17.04% ) ,top (7.80% ) ,mouth(5.85% ) ,
&2 7 (m379)  (5:67%), sweep (4.86%), pour 15 1500 he (4.21% ), edge (3.80% ). counter
’ (4.45% ), cross (3.85% ), hunch ’ (1 63%)' » &g ’ ’
(3.64% ), roll (2.43% ), pass ’
(1.21% ) ,hover (1.21% )
fly (32.99% ), pass (16.33% ) ,climb shoulder (26.29% ) , head (16.20% ) , edge
204 (11.90% ), jump (8.84% ), sweep 06 (15.96% ) ,top(14.08% ) ,fence(8.92% ) ,
G3 12 (13.32%) (6.12% ), roll (6.12% ), cross 10 (6.68% ) hill (7.98% ), railing (4.23% ), horizon
) (5.18%), wip (5.44%), hover 0 (2.35% ), counter (2.35%), territory
(3.40% ) ,pour(2.38% ) (1.64% )
50 peer(54.00% ) , wash(18.00% ) ,loom 2
G4 5 (2360 (1400%), hover (12.00%), wp 1 oo hill(100%)
(2.00% )
1 23 shoulder (69.57% ), hill (17.39% ), edge
G5 U (0.059)  loom (100%) 4 0.36%)  (8.70%) counter(4.35% )
G6 4 36 shout(69.44% ) ,take(25.00% ) , settle 3 122 year (36.07% ) , decade (36.07% ) century
(1.63%)  (2.78% ) ,climb(2.78% ) (1.91%) (27.87%)
. year (35.97%), time (32.39% ), course
evolve (72.92% ) , preside (8.33% ), (0.37%). weekend (6.84%). period
48 fight (4.17% ), fly (4.17%), settle 3436
G7 8 . 11 (6.49% ) ,decade(2.50% ) ,century(1.86% ),
(2.17%) (4.17% ), spread (2.08% ), trip (53.84% ) ..
(2.08% ) .bend(2.08% ) dinner (1.34% ), lunch (1.31%), coffee
’ ’ ’ (1.08% ) ,lifetime(0.93% )
8 . 135 gi%?;e(??éogg%))’ lil‘szer<?;“l‘£ g 5 5 territory (60.00% ), course (20.00% ),
(6.11%) o o) bond(2.25% ) ’ (0.08%) phone(20.00% )
40 take (66.19% ) . Preside (26.07% ). 3 top (60.24% ) , world (21.69% ) , territory
G9 7 (38.04%)  triumph(3. 10% ) . prevail(2. 74% ) 7 (1.30%) (8.43% ) ,head(3.61% ) ,course(3.61% ),
e pht 3. 1070 )P IR V%) period(1.20% ) ,radio( 1.20% )
3 378 heat (64.35% ) ,phone (14.46% ) ,internet
GI10 2 (0.14% ) spread (66.67% ) ,Pass (33.33% ) 7 (13.76% ) (9.57% ), radio (5.58% ), telephone
(4.44% ) ,course (1.03% )
17 25 L.
Gl1 1 (0.77% ) pass (100% ) 1 (100% ) objection (100% )
57 hang (45.61% ), tip (28.07%), 176 head (31.25% ), edge (22.73% ), top
GI2 6 (2.58%) loom (10.53% ), hover (7.02% ), 7 (31.25%) (15.34% ), counter (13.64% ), horizon
07 hunch (5.26% ) ,cross (3.51% ) 700 (7.95% ), year (4.55% ) ,hill (4.55% )
1072 1 657
Gl ~G5 (48.55% ) (25.96% )
1136 4725
G6 ~Gl2 (51.45% ) (74.04% )
2208
Gl ~GI2 (100% ) 100%

universities all over the world” H, over /878 TG
FHITE L, e G3 o, shoulder [y BV 451 2 f v 4,
15Kl “Jasicca tossed an object over his shoulder at an
adult bystander” 7R 38 2 At 1) S5 A — D IAAK
PR —EEAIR”, TR over FIXA R —FhB{AZ,

1E G4 1, hill (57 100% 1564, 1ERE “Gabe looked
out over the hills” 1, over F/R M2 H G is &
H.o 7E G5 v, shoulder i F LU FEfm B 0, 1
“over my shoulder is a ferry boat” F/n “—EIEALT
THAR T —0", over LoRBYEN TR I —



553

s BE, S BETRENRYASGETERUEXSEE AR over BT 243

Ui, 1E GO H1, year Fl decade (1% ] Lb. 451 331 15 fii
1ERIH,  “Leslie had disappeared a little over a year
ago”, 4K over J5 M4 i J& I [E], (HJEFoRm iy 2
“Leslie SERIAS IR LE T—4F", [Htk over 7EHFRIR
M “TEmfE) B2 T, BT mEiE. SRR
e G7, Ry HAR AR SL AR e K. 76 GT
year B EL B o 5B “We’ve offered a lot of
health and fitness advice over the years” Frn “FRAE
HRAJUERSEE T2 @R E I, over 7EMFRIA
Re—FPidFE, 76 G8 1, territory [1%feff T LU 9] fe s o
158l “They fought in secret; dirty little skirmishes
over worthless territory” 7, over FikHE “H T
4, KTHE", 7EGO i, top W LBl &, K
#} “San Francisco likes its politics fully caffeinated and
over the top” 1, over 7EIFE /RN “FEA (FF) X
A () AEEHI, e A 374", 78 GI0
H, heat (i T LU 1) 02 fe i 9. 1L Bring juice
mixture to a boil over medium heat” FE/RHIE& “iEid
HRRE SR BB, over TEMLFR—FM A, TE Gl
Fr, objection 7 #F 100% . &} “That Policy went
into effect over the objections of Maj. Gen.” H over &
NP ECE AR . GI2 Ty T AN S A
1) over AFABCAHA B~ TH B & EFE L, head A L
x5 . EF#l “they’re really in over their heads in a
situation like what’s going on now” H¥ “over one’s
head” Fon “HFRISEIMELI N2, BiH—
MRIHEZREST”

Tadg i iy, £ L—1ard, G7 7EdE=sH
Bt SCrb I o L e o AR FEA T 40, G9
AT LG B o 45 BT A B 46 G A SR R AT X L 4
B, SAXEA X — 225 I L R o sl e ie)
1, take Fll preside IUFEAK (HAEXPILH T EANTHE
GO R HL 9 S e s Y, XL ECT G9 TR 12
AN I B e P, TAEAS TS 43 A, year Al
time [FEARE HHRLAXT LR X P2 IS LI TE
G7 hipff LB R mm Ry, XT3 T GT fErf X
T T Ee R R o AT AR 3] over (LY
iSRRI N R RCRTE AR U b IR AR
B, LA take Fl preside {5, 57 take over Fll preside
over Ji5 I FHRRULLLAL /ML, ANgsEd, HH
FREVEALT 3, BmEA HBLERT 30 A4~ 44 1 5 T
i,

U, SRR

Hjd COCA 1ERHEXT AR over )43, Hfc

TUFETCTR Y 32 RISt ) A B, e
TR R IE A BT 1, SR B e iR, it
X EATERH T, 2B KA1 over fRAEAS (] Fang
T SAETEEA TR SRS, 2 3) iz
Ko Hrpfeasialif b, B alon e ™
T LRI LBl o AR 2 Tal Baar il o, 3
BRI XSS R, DB
AT X —TH A LB 4% T BC i
TR Al BT XA SR T EE B R
SEA AT SCARREAAS 45 e i) (4 6l LE 51 gl et
THEAEGT, VAR 1] over RYULBIRERC, I
FER ISR AT LIVE A1) over RYZEHE RER ISR
Bl BLSeBERXR L 0. BFTEOeiRos -~ H R SLPr
FHEDL, DiE S e B R S B e A AT
P RERE AR

S Xk
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