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A View of Translation Ecology on Tian Yanlun by Yan Fu

Zhang Xiaojun, Guo Chang
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Abstract: Translation studies are linked closely with ecology, which means translation phenomenon
can be researched under the modes of ecology. Tian Yanlun, the Chinese version of Evolution and
Ethics translated by Yan Fu, could not be published without a certain translation environment.
Meanwhile, the translation helps to realize the translation ecological functions, and reflects the
ecological laws such as Blackman’s law of limiting factors, Shelford’s law of tolerance and optimum
rule in its translating. This paper explores the translation environment, translation ecological function

and other basic principles of Yan Fu’s translation masterpiece.
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As no man fording a swift stream can dip his foot
twice into the same water, so no man can, with

exactness, affirm of anything in the sensible world

that it is. As he utters the words, nay, as he thinks
them, the predicate ceases to be applicable; the
should be "

was. " And the more we learn of the nature of things,

present has become the past; the " is"

the more evident is it that what we call rest is only
unperceived activity; that seeming peace is silent but
strenuous battle. In every part, at every moment,
the state of the cosmos is the expression of a transitory
adjustment of contending forces; a scene, of strife,
in which all the combatants fall in turn. What is true
of each part, is true of the whole.
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