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Lexical Representations of Selective Attention in
Multimedia-based Listening Course

Zhang Ling
(School of Foreign Languages, Zhejiang University of Finance and Economics, Hangzhou 310018, China)

Abstract: English Listening is one of the basic compulsory courses for English majors in China.
Vocabulary, as an elementary factor in language and acquisition, is the foundation of learner’s
listening comprehension and speech production. Supported by Kahneman’s attention theory and second
vocabulary processing theory, this paper discusses the lexical representations of selective attention in
computer-assisted Listening class. It proposes that perceptual load, cue location and stimulus-driven
determinants are the key factors which influence the selection of attention. At the level of utterance
perception and recognition, selective attention focuses on learner’s knowledge of pronunciation,
rhythm and word recognition. While at the level of semantic processing, selective attention focuses on
learner’s recognition and understanding of linguistic features and cultural background of western cultures

as well.
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5] 1 People around the world are remembering
Nelson Mandela, South Africa’s first black president.
He died Thursday at the age of 95. South African
President Jacob Zuma said the nation has lost its
greatest son, and our people have lost a father.

Mandela had been in poor health for several
years. He was repeatedly treated in hospitals, most
recently for a lung infection. He became infected
with tuberculosis many years ago while in prison.

Nelson Mandela was the main leader in efforts to
end white minority rule in South Africa. He spent 27
years in prison for his part in fighting apartheid—the
nation’s policy of discrimination against blacks.
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(1) Whom are the people around the world are
remembering ?

(2) How old was he?

(3) What caused his death?

(4) How many years had he stayed in prison?
And Why?

(5) What is apartheid?
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