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Abstract: Implicit conflict talk (ICT) refers to the kind of conflict talk which occurs under the
condition that the two parties in interaction attempt to achieve, in an implicit way, their
communicative goals that are in conflict with each other. With examples from films, plays and literary
works, this paper illustrates the developmental model of ICT. It is discovered that ICT develops in
two directions: one is to terminate with goal achievement, goal conceding, goal cancellation or goal

shelving; the other is to evolve into explicit conflict talk or indirect conflict talk.
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513 Mrs. Dashwood: We are so happy that
you choose to invite Edward to Norland. He is a dear
boy, we’re all very fond of him.

Fanny: We have great hopes for him, much as
expected by our mother with regard to his profession.

Mrs. Dashwood; Naturally.

Fanny: And in marriage. She is determined both
he and Robert will marry well.

Mrs. Dashwood; Of course. But I hope she
desires them marry for love.

Fanny. Love is all very well, but unfortunately
we can not always rely on the heart to lead us in the
most suitable direction. You see, my dear, Mrs.
Dashwood --- Edward is entirely the kind of
compassionate person upon whom penniless women can
prey and having entered into any understanding he would
never go back on his word. He is simply incapable of
doing so. But it would lead to his ruin, I worry for him
so, Ms Dashwood, my mother has made it plain that
she’ 11 withdraw Edward’ s financial support should he
choose plant his affections in less exalted ground that he
deserves.

Mrs. Dashwood: [ understand you perfectly.

(HL5Z Sense and Sensibility)
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)5 Lynette;

the garden club. Tom says he’s meeting all kinds of

-+ So I want to hear more about

nice people.
Gaby: Really? Any favorites, Tom?
Tom; They’re all great gals. One’s sort of a pain
in the ass. Other than her, I’m having a great time.
Gaby. Although I keep

dangerous gardens can be.

telling Tom how
Everywhere you step,
there are shovels and rakes and hoes.

Carlos: You know, Lynette and I should really
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be toasting you two.

Gaby and Tom stop talking and drink a toast.

( AL Desperate Housewives & 5 Z=55 20 4£)
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5] 6 Clergyman; Where, my kind doctor, did

you gather those herbs, with such a dark, flabby
leaf?

Physician: Even in the grave yard here at hand.
They are new to me. I found them growing on a grave,
which bore no tomb stone, nor other memorial of the
dead man, save these ugly weeds, that have taken
upon themselves to keep him in remembrance. They
grew out of his heart, and typify, it may be, some
hideous secret that was buried with him, and which he
had done better to confess during his life time.

Clergyman; Perchance, he earnestly desired it,
but could not.

Physician; And wherefore? Wherefore not; since
all the powers of nature call so earnestly for the
confession of sin, that these black seeds have sprung
up out of buried heart, to make manifest an outspoken
crime? Then why not reveal them here? Why should
not the guilty ones sooner avail themselves of this
unutterable solace?

Clergyman: They mostly do.

Physician; Yet some men bury their secrets thus.

Clergyman: True; there are such men. But not to
suggest more obvious reasons, it may be that they are
kept silent by the very constitution of their nature. Or—
can we not suppose it? —guilty as they may be,
retaining, nevertheless, a zeal for God’s glory and
man’s welfare, they shrink from displaying themselves
black and filthy in the view of men.

Physician; These men deceive themselves.

(/N The Scarlet Letter)
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Clergyman; It may be so. But, now, I would
ask of my well-skilled physician, whether, in good
sooth, he deems me to have profited by his kindly
care of this weak frame of mine.

Physician; Freely, then, and plainly, the
disorder is a strange one; not so much in itself nor as
outwardly manifested, —in so far, at least as the
symptoms have been laid open to my observation.
Looking daily at you, my good sir, and watching the
tokens of your aspect now for months gone by, I
should deem you a man sore sick, it may be, yet not
so sick but that an instructed and watchful physician
might well hope to cure you. But I know not what to
say, the disease is what I seem to know, yet know
it not.

Clergyman: You speak in riddles, learned sir.

Physician; Then, to speak more plainly, and I
crave pardon, sir, should it seem to require pardon,
for this needful plainness of my speech. Let me ask as
your friend, as one having charge, under Providence,
of your life and physical well being, hath all the
operations of this disorder been fairly laid open and
recounted to me?”

Clergyman: How can you question it? Surely it
were child’ s play to call in a physician and then hide
the sore!

Physician; You would tell me then, that I know
all? Be it so! But again! He to whom only the outward
and physical evil is laid open, knoweth, oftentimes,
but half the evil which he is called upon to cure. A
bodily disease, which we look upon as whole and
entire within itself, may, after all, be but a symptom
of some ailment in the spiritual part. Your pardon
once again, good sir, if my speech give the shadow
of offence. You, sir, of all men whom I have
known, are he whose body is the closest conjoined
(joined) and imbued, and identified, so to speak,
with the spirit whereof it is the instrument.

Clergyman; Then I need ask no further. You

deal not, I take it, in medicine for the soul!

Physician; Thus, a sickness, a sickness, a sore
place, if we may so call it, in your spirit hath
immediately it appropriate manifestation in your bodily
frame. Would you, therefore, that your physician
heal the bodily evil? How may this be unless your first
lay open to him the wound or trouble in your soul?

Clergyman; No, not to thee! Not to an earthly
physician! Not to thee! But, if it be the soul’ s
disease, then do I commit myself to the one Physician
of the soul! He, if it stand with His good pleasure,
can cure, or he can kill. Let Him do with me as, in
His Justice and wisdom, He shall see good. But who
art thou, that meddlest in this matter? That dares
thrust himself between the sufferer and his God?

With a frantic gesture he rushed out of the room.

(/INUL, The Scarlet Letter)
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Fig.1 Developmental model of implicit conflict talk
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