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Discussion-oriented English Teaching in Higher Vocational Colleges

Li Yougui
(School of Basic Courses, Zhejiang Pharmaceutical College, Ningbo 315100, China)

Abstract; In view of the spoon-fed doctrine in English class, low English proficiency and lack of
learning motivation of the students in higher vocational colleges, this research explores how effectively
carry out the discussion-oriented English teaching in higher vocabulary colleges. Considering a variety
of personalities and English proficiency, different strategies are respectively introduced in the three
discussion phases. Furthermore, it is advocated that the discussion-oriented teaching style be carried
out in English classes in higher vocational colleges, which, being suitable for the students’
characteristics and embodying the* student-centered” teaching principle, inspires them to learn English

and thus betters the efficiency of English teaching.
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Tab.1 Observation sheet for recording contributions to discussion groups
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Tab.2 Observation exercise carried out by one-on-one shadowing

Functions

Language used

Pronunciation Gestures

1 Preventing interruption to finish speaking Please--- I must finish---

Voice gets louder and faster Holds up one hand

I wonder if Miss Yan has

2 Helping somebody to begin speaking an opinion on this---
3 Interrupting to disagree
4 Interrupting to obtain more information

5 Supporting the previous speaker

6 Not supporting the previous speaker that---

Sorry ,but I can’t agree ---

What do you mean by---?

I think Mr. Wang made a
good point about--- er ---

Unlike Miss Lin,I think

Stress on Miss Yan Smiles Eyes open

Short form of “cannot” Eye contact made with
used speaker

Voice falls near end

. Leans forward
of question

Hesitation word “er” used Looks at Mr. Wang

Looks around the group

Stress on Miss Lin
for support
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Tab.3 Integrated plan for three-phase discussion activities

Phases Conventional study area

Discussion-related activities

Listening ,speaking and writing

Pre-discussion phase . L .
P Reading and listening comprehension

Studying skills

Listing possible topics for discussion

Brainstorming

Mind-mapping

Conferencing with peers and teacher

Reflecting on personal knowledge and experience related to the topic

Extensive listening, viewing and reading of sources of relevant
information

Locating and retrieving sources of information

Intensive reading and listening to extract main points and relevant
supporting detail

Acknowledging sources of information

Listening ,speaking ,making

Discussion phase .
Y P notes ,completing tables

Discussing
Observing
Recording
Evaluating

Listening , speaking

Grammar , vocabulary and

post-discussion phase pronunciation

‘Writing

Oral presentations

Reviewing selected data and giving and receiving feedback on the
discussion and planning for the next discussion

Systematic repair and enhancement of items found difficult by
most students

Producing summaries, reports and compositions which extend and
illustrate the topic discussed

Presenting a topic already discussed to the whole class
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