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Interpreting Translation of English Poetry into Chinese
with Optimal Relevance

—Based on the Chinese Version of Sonnets From Portuguese by
Elizabeth Barrett Browning
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Abstract; Poetry translation would gain the best contextual effect only when the optimal relevance is
found between the original poem and the translated one. This essay introduces the Relevance Theory as
well as its interpretation on translation. It also elucidates that Relevance Theory plays an important role
in both direct and indirect translation of poetry. Through analyzing and discussing the typical language
structures and forms of some poems from the Chinese version of Sonnets From Portuguese by Elizabeth
Barrett Browning, the essay has certified that the Relevance Theory can help to interpret and translate

English poems into Chinese.
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The first time the sun rose on the oath

To love me, I looked forward to the moon

To slacken all those bonds, which seemed
too soon

And quickly tied to making a lasting troth.
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Quick-loving hearts, I thought, may quickly
loathe ;

And, looking on myself, I seemed not one

For such man’s love! —more like an out-of tune

Worn viol, a good singer would be worth

To spoil his song with, and which, snatched in
haste ,

Is laid down at the first ill-sounding note.
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JFi3F . 1 did not wrong myself so, but I placed

A wrong on thee. For perfect strains may float

Neath master-hands, from instruments defaced,

And great souls, at one stroke, may do anddoat.
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