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Abstract; The present paper deals with the origin, three theoretical foundations and the development
of ESP at home and abroad; pinpoints the disparities between ESP and EGP, then indicates the
important role played by ESP in the social development and economical construction of our country. It

is believed, with the increasing social needs as its driving force, ESP will have a much more

promising prospect in China.
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There can be few people involved in language
teaching who are unaware of the concept of
“ESP” —English for Specific Purposes. For many
points of view, the concept has been positive and
beneficial. Ministries of Education in a number of
countries regard it as one of the keys to their country’s
future development; firms and business organizations
frequently build it into their training programs; and for
individual teachers and learners alike it has opened up
new professional possibilities. ESP, closely matching
teaching content to learner requirements seems to be
the ideal answer in language teaching to the charge of
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During the past decade, 10-plus colleges and
universities of science and engineering in China have
set up foreign languages departments for science and
EST, in China

acclaimed as something new and important by the

technology. today, has been
public. It is in the ascendant, and there seems no
limit to its future development.

In the predictable future, EST teaching, like a
seedling, will be put down firm and widespread in
our country, burgeoning and sprouting vigorously
towards maturity. ---The writer is deeply convinced
that following the upsurge of educational reform in
China, EST teaching, like other specialities, will

have a good prospectm.
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