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The Taxonomy of Perlocutions
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Abstract; The justified definition and classification of perlocution, a core concept in the Speech Act
Theory, is conducive to the perfection of the theory as well as the settlements of the conceptual
discrepancies. To this end, the paper first reviews the literature on the categorization of perlocution,
and argues that the classification is necessarily based on a tenable definition of perlocution. Based on a
thorough analysis of connotations of “speech is act” , perlocution is defined as the act of affecting and
changing the communicative context, performed by the speaker with a locution carrying an illocution.
Finally, following reconsideration of the triple senses of locution, three senses of perlocution are

identified and exemplified, namely, phonetic, phatic and rhetic perlocutions.
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Tab.1 Categories of perlocutionary effects and acts

FEELINGS THOUGHTS ACTIONS
1 2 3 4 5
Involuntary Voluntary Epistemic Motivational Practical
Startle Amuse Intimidate Insult Confuse Enlighten Inspire Deter get Hio do A" =

Shock Astonish Frighten Humiliate

Deceive Edify

“get H to(start,continue ,

Incite Dispose finish,stop) doing A”
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Fig.1 Four layers of utterance meaning

WERE X (meaning) A =ANZEW, HHhEE
X BB SR A E P Bz Ak, Al
NI —ZHREZHTEERZ X, BETE L X
WEESCHRRAEXRZR (E 1), Hi, BRE4
BYXUSMI =B LAFRNENE L 5 WNATHIE
SR BARTE B S N RIR R IAT . K
BAT e AT R, AR ERIE S A SN
WATH, EIEEREIE S S, . B, 5
SRR SR RITE FRHIE, EAR IR IEE R L AMETE S
B, RIBITAHE—FIEFEIT N, BEETE
SERRE IRV O R0 B S R T S R AT R,
RPUE R A 4], A0 T Searle (1) “ ZiH1T R
(utterance act) 7% L AT N —FIE ST N,
FRFGBFT G PR IR B I S AT, RIS —
FIEE, B S 0 E R B0E R iR T HAR
(R D 48 FR, 25l T Searle {1y “ iy @4t A7
(propositional act) 7% % = 2 AT A M EA]
HAMRBE LM, RS RR, —
JAUGE L ERYFGAR RS it USSR b A PR X .

L “Shoot her!” ], MWk N SIS 1)
FER, MUliE AULHE X ATER, SRk
B, Rit—$18&. B TRaSesEE, rLaEy



52

SREGHR . FIRAT NI IR 133

AR AT RER BN TE A RE |, TEdAcR . HIRERSE,
RIZBE X BT AR R EAT e R, Uil A LR
Uitk 17 shoot 1 her W >3& ik FA i) #4) B Y A1) 1
MRIGIETE L RN, ) i 4, F27F you 8
1 , shoot Jyiffifzhin, her JyTEify, XA R
BRUTEA (you) iy (shoot) —fisf =T Lk
(her) o PRIOM IR AN BAT A L AR T B 45 AR AR
S, FEFNAT IR T RBMRE LR IET A,
o, Ul AR A F 1T R R TR R
RIESERE S, BIRRE MU A (you) FIXUIT H. B
M THS d (shoot) WO H MM =5 (her) . =
b, SRS AT AR LU AT o

T FIRATNRI2E

BT E AT R B ETEAT N, B R]
DIARGE EATH NAT 02, B S R AT AR 7
CHEEIATTR . KRR RITANAE SR N =
MERAT R =FE AT —FE, AERR SR
F, Ja—MAr o LR — Mo kA, HAN B E
FISENR, EATTLAAN R 7 3CAS [ A B2 3t 52 W) RSO
SEPRiES

FE—ANIETER [ rh, BEIE A Il o = AT
SN AN T 3 N TS 7 JR X — [ R X
TEAIAAER R ) i REDEAT IO Hr o &] 2 SR AR 5K
SRR SO P RO IRER R B, R SR
ABIRIE =R 547 R S RIE .l AR iR b
BT TAMMEY, A B SRHZ R SR T
PEATHHTI

Wi 2 s, i AT IR 2 i AT WS AT
HRPE S ERE S0, J4fBLT Bruce Al Cohen fit
AN “plan” 2 ARPIEAGER N, 4T —
ESE R BT NS BUCIE S A E X1, &M
AL RIS TR IR X 2, SRJE LS S Hy A
GBI R A 40 FEBOA BT HIER B
CEAT AT, 1 AR E R U AR B 1K
MR SOES, MBCH TR IE T 2 E ., S UE A S
CEATAES, B[R R IE TR R E L (W)
kiR, RIS ©EIMTA . KRS K
AT AR EAT o Wil N 2358 1 SMETE &
FE S5 A, MRS A C MRS MRS, Bk
AT AR R A L6, SR R R ST 4
ESCRTRETR T, B TR 5 A CRIRIR, i
JEHHEN SN E TSN EMTE S, 2,

WETAZIA B 10— e R e . Za, T
WS AR AL B TR P AT T A 0,
B3, TRl 2 i 0y Wil N o il A, I
UGS N — el Rl R R E AT I R &
FATH . BRAT AR E AT R Wi TR S S0 1
AR EARR M, 1 Mo FUR i i S AT
TR E T W ih TR Rk

VEAENX | MR g s
% BEA ey | U
x N ok

\Fg_/#\
sagis |2 s 6 g

N sw S

4EBEEX > SEEEX
B2 FIEREFIEBHTEIR

Fig. 2 Flow of utterance expression and interpretation
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1 King Arthur [ A] is talking to an anarcho-
syndicalist peasant [B].

A Be quiet!

B: [Peasants continue talking ]

A: Be quiet! I order you to be quiet!

B. Order eh? Who does he think he is?[m 4849

A B —RIRTE B RE T | B B AR IR AR,
BB T AN BRCR, A R AERIER
EhRe A RS AR TR ST IR AT, IR R[]
5, Hs N 1E s E VTS AR SUS R,
BT RE SR
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AT N S DA T TR A
PTG NS 5 b5 b, BIL, HSR1E“Don’ t
wake up” A LUs B EERESE AR, it &
B AT LA RS AR,
HERE AT LR BIIR IR 5 5 H AT, E X Ak R
HEEITHRAXRR, WHAB TS EIT AR
RO

(Z) RESRE1TA

A, BT AR UNE SRS E k=,
FOGETES SR RE RN IR WTii N, HA TR
U BATE &5 B AR NTEEE, & NAT X
TR XA R B S AT N

512 Rosencrantz is talking to one of the actors.

Act: The old man thinks he’ s in love with his
daughter.

Ros: (Appalled) Good God! We’re out of our
depth here.

Act: No, no, no — he hasn’ t got a daughter
— the old man thinks he’s in love with his daughter.

Ros: The old man is?

Act: Hamlet, in love with the old man’ s
daughter, the old man thinks.

Ros: Ha! It’ s beginning to make sense!
Unrequited passion | 2"/

AR5 36 B 42 SC AT AHE S ), Ros HUPHf# Act
AR PERIR A X, TFANRERE I ihiE P
IFRAGRI B T4 5 0 SR8, U B IR X Ros
TESE A M I ATEA T, TIAER ST

HAERYTE & P ih T A T8 5 I 17 o i i Eh 52
fiti, AR 2 B, Act AR B AT RIRH BT
S, AHAZRR XU © AR ASERR, FFIT IR E LR P
B, S JUMME SRS, SRR ARk 2 1 32 bR
IHAY

WHEET, HEULE AT e 5 1A AT
FAET . 16 S AIEEE IR, #R AT LU 3 o
A4 N S AT RT3 N TR BE, X 58
B E AT TR U R R & & TN o

83 Speaker A is talking to his son.

A. How old are you, George?

B: I’ m eighteen, Father.

217 81

A. T know how old you are, you fool. [

WHl A B AR IR T A IHIMT R
BESNE S, HEIHAR AL 5 a1 AR )
St, PR B AR I A B =FE N T AR
BENE L ETRHEAISLE T B HAZPriEs, [H
FERRESET, BIE B AR TR A BRI, X
PRSI AT N EHEASE, M B 7ERER =
WAT A SOR M BB MAT N, AETUEA A K
EIEEERE

(M) EGFETH

SEPRIE AP SE R F SR AT N AR AT REA 2
BRI S R AT AR E S R AT, WREH TR
SCHTERGTERAR , IHILE 1T AN FIZE B AE S o

514 A. Have you ever tried a clinic?

B. What?

A. Have you ever tried a hospital?[zﬂ

YEWTE A B BEATRAR A 25— A EIE 1 E N
B, B REWTE clinic 1)i5& JARFHTE L, M
TR A AU A (R T B R T, I
RESEH I R TRAT AR S AT 0, KEAT AR
MR ISR S AT AN R A R BRI
FIRAT R, THRE=RE R AN E R A,

5] 5 Mike: I got that letter yesterday.

Mum: Which letter? > !

Mum 5124 Bt R SR A1 T yesterday 13
Berd X, {HEIRHNIE that letter (1) HLATEFR, ULt
2 Mum 1) 5 517 R 30 KRR 5 PR R .
F4n

16 A. Ican’t hear a word.

B: It’s none of your business. This is a private

109

conversation | (%519
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B THA A S SRR, WEERESFETTN.
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—JEAT AR A PR A A #E AT, 5 2B s
ZINEHAT AT L. 515, AR ks 2 52 br
2K

o e
VAR émﬂilﬁ

B AR T S o o R R A Wl A TR P A
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