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Abstract: As a spiritual foundation of the Chinese traditional culture, The Analects contains abundant
ecological philosophy. Inter-lingual translation is of great importance for the transmission and
development of classics. When ecology attracts great attention in the world, eco-translatology emerges
as required. The three-dimensional transformation is the focus of eco-translatology. This paper
attempts to probe into James Legge and Ku Hung-ming’ s English translations of The Analects through
three dimensions of language, culture and communication. By analyzing and comparing the two
translators’ life experience and academic background, sinology capability as well as the translation
purposes, we may conclude that they adopt different translation strategies in different ecological

environment.
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EIB4IF X A disciple of Confucius said to
him: “To be poor and yet to be servile; to be rich
and yet not to be proud, what do you say to that?”
“It is good,” replied Confucius, “but better still
it is to be poor and yet contented; to be rich and yet
know how to be courteous. ”
“I understand,” answered the disciple, “We

must cut, we must file, Must chisel and grind. That
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is what you mean, is it not?”

“My friend,” replied Confucius, “now I can
begin to speak of poetry to you. I see you understand
how to apply the moral. ”
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B RIFEN  Tsze-kung said, “What do you
pronounce concerning the poor man who yet does not
flatter, and the rich man who is not proud?” The
Master replied, “They will do; but they are not equal
to him, who, though poor, is yet cheerful, and to
him, who, though rich, loves the rules of
propriety. ”

“It is said in the Book of

Poetry, ‘As you cut and then file, as you carve and

Tsze-kung replied,

then polish. ° The meaning is the same, I apprehend,
as that which you have just expressed. ”

The master said, “With one like Ts’ ze, I can
begin to talk about the odes. I told him one point,

i

and he knew its proper sequence.’
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