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Boethius; A Cultural Hero Who Transmitted the Ancient
Greek Scientific Thought to the Medieval European
—With a Focus on His Role in the Development of “The Seven Liberal Arts”
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(1. School of Management, Shanghai University, ShangHai 200444, China;
2. School of Humanities and Social Science, East China Normal University, ShangHai 200241, China)

Abstract: According to the conventional view, the Middle Ages interrupted the scientific tradition of the
ancient Greek and Roman times, so it is known as “Dark Ages” of science. Until the Italian Renaissance,
referring to a large number of literature, Boethius who was prominent during the 4-5th centuries
reconstructed the classical Greek based on the seven liberal arts, especially on the Aristotle’ s writings.
Seven liberal arts then became a basic course in Christian schools, which greatly influenced the whole
Christian understandings of god, particularly the theological argument. All these achievements have
accumulated knowledge of the middle ages and promoted development of scientific revolution. In summary,
Boethius has contributed greatly to the western scientific thought, which continued from the ancient Greek
to the Middle Ages. Therefore, understanding Boethius is the premise and necessary condition for

understanding the relation between Western science and religion.

Keywords: Boethius; seven liberal arts; the Middle Ages; ancient Greek

Yris HEA. 2016 -08 -26
BT : 2014 FEZASFFTERIHE VRl B8 235 SCikgs B X AF58” (2014ZDB019) BBk iRk
EEREAN: 2 B (1978 -), 2, Y, AR AE: BlEd AR, E-mail; fresh_wq@ shu. edu. cn



553

ROBE, AE BB Kl AR

VAR IR v i 20 ) SO e 255

— . SR ) i R

WAL, UL BN R R A R
MH2e” o BEE AR E AN SE, ORI 15
H VIR SRS I 22 SR AR e Bk o i Z [ R 5%
ZIE, AN L FFARR AT BT SR
SEAS R SR A, oA Z FE R RS ot b
g8 A it Ze B R AN A AE T
7 i R E SO M S AR R 7 Rl
WA A R Gu A AL ], IR A0 A~ A
AR SO 453 DL ARG 2 ARBFFEIN, © it
LIFARBCA B, TRAL A S S ] ) LS
FHSLERIAL T, SO E A AR AL I H Ak
(R ARIE SR 58 S A I AR AR o fie ik 1 BB 45 5
S PSR S I K e, WL B Ry Ba
SE TS EAR LR "R IR L, FRATH
HOEHm it a0 B A B0 Vi EEAR A
AT SELARL, 2% figp R i i P 412 2 A9 [ L, X 28 A )
e, AR EENE R T A, T
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B 3 TS E B B A I A
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(2) hittdi i, BB EA B, i
FENHAPEE . a0 FES 0 - BUZJR (St. Thomas
Aquinas) FITE5 Y OB BT i A B (R 3 1) e ik )
(An Exposition of the On the Hebdomads of Boethius™) |
M Bt - #F/R%K (Janice L. Schultz) FIZAEAE - P4
44 (Edward A. Synan) FPEIFAEFRF, 2001 4 M)Al
1966 ZEMAHK (Nikolaus M. Hiring) Z%E i (35 FUEE
R KA B A IF8) (The Commentaries On
Boethius by Gibert of Poitiers™') .

(3) BB RHBAE AR R A TS IS
AR AR R o # #) - A 5e (Henry
Chadwick) 5 (R Fik. B, fisfif
1 B #EY ( Boethius: The Consolations of Music,
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REARHEZAMI e (H. Parker) Fr#5
(EF A M Z) (The Seven Liberal Arts)™ —3¢
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