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Effects of DDL Method on the English Writing
of Non-English Majors
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Abstract . Data Driven Learning (DDL) is a corpus-based learning method, which can help students,
under the guidance of the teacher, to carry out autonomous learning on the English collocation and
grammar. The author illustrates the theoretical basis and characteristics of DDL, designs and
implements a classroom experiment in which the subjects from part of non-English major freshmen
(Grade 2014) studying College English Band 1 adopt the method of autonomous learning with the help
of online corpora. The results of the experiment show that Data Driven Learning may have

significantly raised the students’ scores in English composition.
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Tab.1 KWIC examples of owing to

pistid i 5 I i
the war and were again humiliated at Wembley in 1966. owing to a bizarre mix-up between a Japanese morse operator
the comedy reaches its height as it emerges that, owing to a design oversight, ED 209 can not negotiate stairs.
and Antiquities of the County of Dorset are very rare owing to a disastrous fire. According to the Bronte sisters,
the work of building the circle was never completed and owing to a miscalculation or perhaps an unfavourable omen,
Occasionally tours may be cancelled at short notice owing to circumstances beyond our control. If possible an
Capt. Warr and party ,all very tired and fatigued owing to lack of food and water for four days. We set

WA LUA L totally #5BCH)—LERTE 7250, 4N

different, new, dependent, wrong, unacceptable,

inadequate , unexpected , unsuitable , unaware , independent ,
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Tab.2 KWIC examples of thanks to
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a ton of hope about where this little guy can go in life. thanks to the remarkable work of his doctors and nurses
however ,today’ s watcher can be virtually all-seeing, thanks to GPS monitoring technology.
about our preferences long before we’ re dying. thanks to :rl;/dlt(i:ie advances, people today live longer than at
this pitfall---  has so far been largely avoided thanks to the presence of a number of high-level specialists---
travel is an extremely safe mode of transportation and, thanks to improvements in technology,is getting safer.
they should be up more, thanks to the addition of more dealers and another model
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Tab.3 Results of descriptive statistics of pretest
and posttest essays scores of experimental

and control groups

A . . PHEARE
WE B M s ez ROLE
A 1 21 66.57 5.016 1.095
Yeschvle 2 21 66.81 5.671 1.238
Jai 1 21 77.26 4.008 0.875

YESC % 2 21 71.81 3.916 0.855

F4 WP RVISCIRBIRMIER T 0%

Tab.4 Independent samples T-test analysis results of pretest and posttest essays scores of experimental and control groups

I 2EFT R HIMH ¢ Ko
[f7d= S 95% EAFIX ]
] t{H i3 B -1 s
e fH FI R BEE PRy bR Lower Upper

| EVA 0.051 0. 144 40. 000 0. 886 0.238 1.652 -3.577 3.101
H

EVNA 0.822 0.144 39.410 0. 886 0.238 1.652 -3.579 3.103

o EVA 0.108 —-4.459 40. 000 0.000 -5.452 1.223 -2.981 -7.924
ERIL

EVNA 0.744 —4.459 39.978 0.000 —5.452 1.223 -2.981 -7.924

71 :EVA =equal variance assumed ; EVNA = equal variance assumed
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