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A Study of Gender Differences in Code-switching Between
the Standard Language and Its Dialects

Ni Jincheng
(College of Foreign Languages, University of Shanghai for Science and Technology, Shanghai 200093, China)

Abstract: Gender difference in language use is a hot topic in current sociolinguistic studies. It is of
practical significance to explore the gender difference and its causes in code-switching between the
standard language and its dialects. This paper, by means of questionnaires and interviews,
investigates the frequency of male or female subjects’ using the standard language and its dialects as
well as their attitudes to them in public places. The researchers find out that the female uses the
standard language more frequently than the male, possessing significantly lower degree of agreement to
the use of the dialects in public places than the male, and the degree of agreement to the statement
from the female “using the standard language or not has no effects on others’ opinions of me” is
significantly lower than that of the male. Also the paper attempts to discuss the causes of the
differences from the perspectives of the society, families and mentality of the people of the two

genders.
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Fig.1 Comparison of using standard languages when

subjects communicating with others
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Fig.2 Comparison of using standard languages when

subjects’ countrymen communicating with them
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Fig.3 Comparison of subjects’ degree of agreement

to using dialects in public places
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Fig.4 Comparison of subjects’ degree of agreement to
“using standard languages or not does not

significantly affect others’ views on them”
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Tab.1 Mean and Z test of the degree of agreement in using standard language and its dialects
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