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False Consciousness in Capital from the Social Cognition Perspective
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(1. School of Marxism, University of Shanghai for Science and Technology, Shanghai 200093, China;
2. Ideological and Political Theory Teaching and Research Department, Kashgar University, Kashgar 844000, China)

Abstract; False consciousness is defined in Capital in the dimension of social cognition, and it is
derived from the opacity of capitalism’ s social superficial appearance. In the economic life of
capitalism, false consciousness bears on certain functions which are based on the transformation of
values into prices of production. In other words, there are some reasons for false consciousness’ s
existence. It is necessary for the comprehensive study of Marx’ s theory of false consciousness to

integrate Marx ’ s philosophy texts and his economics ones.
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