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Word Choice in Legal Translation Practice

Qu Wensheng
(School of Foreign Studies, East China University of Political Science and Law, Shanghai 201620, China)

Abstract: Word choice is an essentially fundamental and core process for translators of legal terms and
bilingual legal lexicographers. Using qualitative research and comparative analysis of Chinese and
English legal terms, three particular groups of Chinese legal terms which are frequently misunderstood
and mistranslated by translators and interpreters are fully discussed. The findings hereof are not only
beneficial to the revision or future compilations of Chinese-English legal dictionaries, but also illustrate
how decisive word choice is to authentic translations of legal terms with more than one meaning
(polysemy in legal translation) and of confusing legal terms. The core quality of the legal translation

professionals is their capability of matching legal terms between the Chinese-English language pair.

Keywords: legal terms; English translation of Chinese legal terms; client/party/litigant; first

original ; duplicate original; counterpart original
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i, AMREIFESCE X H, SR S0 T 3L
IEHARE R NI SOE R LRNAHERTE, HHK “ U
AREPEARE 1 — R AR AR T, R
Bl BT R, I RO T SUAR R HERA I, T
TR R RUOT BRI 5 355

AT ER G ITE U SRS R
— AN ] VR EEOR A BHE b R e A (), BT
o, HRITIR—IA 2 R SGEEARTE K S RE A
HERTE i 128 1) e

— A 2 SCRY R SCE ORI O i

[ et

TESCEASCAR Y, AR B AT 24 SO
XEPIOEBARTE AR AL R K
MEFFAARSRF o FEXFE LT, P —E AN RERH]
CEAA BT IR G IR T, T 2 A A
BTS2 BR & SCRIRSA R S SORTE . T LA
ARIE “HFENT ], BEHIX ),

(—) REGRZEXREITAHZEN “HF

N

CUYFENT WEES O B EAE
BRRMN, LSRN, 15 5K A A H#E
KRILZNGH TN dal R, HHA
ARG REARCRM ER, IMREZAEFRBTT
A R A TR 55 1 B RN I NEHA 4 4,
e “ARME N g SR, MZEIETr
SRZTAET, W 207, WANEHETIT. 5B
=Ti%

TEXFAFAT, “ 248 N7 HIEAE party, “H
Ji” BAE party A, “ 257 PEAE party B, “NJrT %
f party C, “#5=7J7" ¥fF the third party, “&[F{E
fAl—J5” FAF either party to the contract, “-& [ XX
77" FAE both parties to the contract, [ 4p, “iE 4
75" 1¥AE the breaching party,

ESGEHE R, (S o i ) J2 A HAL
RPER A T A, A RIZIR S, 7] &k B party £
— SR IR AT

party. (13c) 1. Someone who takes part in a

transaction <a party to the contract > /",

WAL, party MREE “AbBEH 55 R —T7
(IS FEEE ) 7 o I LR iR BESE: A person

who takes part in a legal transaction or proceeding is

said to be a party to it. Thus, if an agreement,
conveyance, lease, or the like, is entered into between
A. and B. , they are said to be parties to it. /"7 F%
IORUE : AL PRE AR 55 S HURA R — T #R AT L
FRNEFN ik, B 2 AT THRL. Az
PR S ATRISEE G, IRt e
HRIEEN
PESCEAARTE party S22 A, bAF 587

“ﬁ‘” “[Z_EHZIK” e, ?El;'::JEmEI\, ii‘_%z_\‘%%o ’TE[E]’ ,_E’Em‘l/‘){

RURERE “ 430 N7 W28 A8 3, Wil 2rEnN
VRAXUT B A5 P, UL 3
(Z) RBEHRENAZEW “HEN”
RF
CHENT O A LR RN F
N7, B g S B R IA R RS () A
RV MES () W5,
TERXIHRBE R, “HFNT A WAk
litigants 1 parties, A4 Bf A L, party litigant */' |
WRdls A seditin ), litigant FORESCHIT
litigant. (17c¢) A party to a lawsuit; the

plaintiff or defendant in a court of action, whether an

individual, firm, corporation, or other entity*'"”.

RSO R YRR B — 7 A
EpeURa R RS () Bl (), aTRUZ
NN NI/ 8 N N

HHENAMFRLGEAN . RFYFLHH AR
FTEOFIA FENZ 7. R (e NRIEAIE
lFRAL) (2012 43 A 14 HiEIT) 5 106 4%,

CHFNT RIERCEANL AURAL JLARMREEAN . B

H B RFRIAM RS AR N . REFRA
M )RR R BRI S5 R kA Sy, U
H C 4 SGHEATIRIR, 152 NREE BRI i A1)
FRRN ATHOFA YF R R BAR T TN
RAEDAW, UIHCHZA LB RIEBERTF . M UFA
SRR, IEZ NRGEBEHI . BREL R AR,
PN LA KA TEHL .

TEFE RN, “YFEN FEZHIEET
WA 0 SR e ORSRinik) H “ & ¥
ABIFRIPAL IR REAG AT AR IE B L
IR R MR T DAHERR . B IEHERR LAFE
POTEWCRERIESE 1Y, N Y 4 A DG R B E M

........
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AR, NREBEN A UEAAT L Z H EE
WERY, IEARCY B EARIE” SFA30hE i 3 A
S En AU NN TS/ v DN B PN 2R
AL VRAREENT B—MEHER A HMARE, H
AR “MFE N BENEE, B AT
S X HE OUENT EMEABES, RS A
(defendant) FIgHE A (victim) o Bt NZFERY L
TEBE et N6 2 W O AR E EARRHP BN, BR
HOCHHPNT s AREMNMEN, ARMERREE
AT HilE, AREEIE “URABA” o

FOR IR XTI G HE T b AT LR
parties, HLUN “Urin ZAF 4 H N al EAE “the
parties to the actions”

(s yakAtin di) wp party 55 — 2% SCIUA BE
X J&: “one by or against whom a lawsuit is brought;
anyone who both is directly interested in a lawsuit and
has right to control the proceedings, make a defense,
or appeal from an adverse judgment. ” "7 5k E ik
party A LLFE P2 IR IA 1 B SR VR IR 10— U7
TEVRIR FPAT B 35 ¢ R A AT AU ) m A RE I |
S AP SRS S BRI —T5. 7

(Z) REFRAZEH “HFEN” =F

FeRERYE, R CRIENT BCKPT ZE
) “MEENT JRAESLEARTE, T RS
BRI S PR AN S Ny B 2
FHERIN s BIE R R v R AT U S (L3 Bl |
F L AR SRR E R T A QR H
B N (Client is a person who employs or retains an
attorney to represent him or her in any legal business;
to assist, to counsel, and to defend the individual in
legal proceedings; and to appear on his or her behalf
in court. %)

client S S HIESCRE R 2 “fIR55™ (service)
1M} customer WSKHYIEH /& “AHIERTAL" (goods) , X
JEIX 4y client 5 customer Hx {8 5 /) J7 ¥, client A
DLl (attorney ) | £820 N (broker) | 2x 3| Uil
(accountant) | PA{Iili (appraiser) SEHLEAL:.

AR (e ikti) « client, n. (14c) A
person or entity that employs a professional for advice
or help in that professional ’ s line of work; esp. one
in whose interest a lawyer acts, as by giving advice,

appearing in court, or handling a matter. **”

TEEHEDEIR T, A —45 client MK ARTE,

eSS E AR B R R A AR (5 R
) 7 B R R RYZ Bl bedn
“ attorney-client privilege 7 ( i # & lawyer-client
privilege; client’ s privilege) Bl “HtIfi— 24 ZE A FF
K, RO g S A 22 ] F 5 26 1) A
PR Y — Pk AR, AR, AR N
AR FE L33 578 71 A BH L HA AT ] A B 55 th 55 12
iz 6] B9 4% 25 7638 (The client’ s right to refuse to
disclose and to prevent any other person from
disclosing confidential communications between the
client and the attorney) . 4SRALITHLA ZSL A o
VEIEAFAL, XA,

FHN accountant-client privilege (2xiIi—% P 4F
B, AR TR P R ORI, S e R
PAFBTE O T, A3 & P 5 2 i sz it
HERRIBTRL

A A clergyman-penitent privilege ( clerical
pri-vilege; priest-penitent privilege; minister’ s
privilege) Bl “RACAFHEERRAL” , EHEEE IEAIAC
BT B0 &% (confessor’ s communications) E
UERYTHIBE , A5 A AR AR TSR I RRAY,
PRACHE AN TCA AR EIE ) 55

A marital privilege (HLFRA marital-communi-
cations privilege; spousal privilege; husband-wife
privilege &%) , RIRZEAHFRMIEE, ZHREMME—Ir A
BORHS BCAE o) — J7 AR A8 A T A Uk B FHL LR T
B — IRV EIER s ZEI 2R, f8 R —r
A BAE AL FCAE ) — 7 9 SO e AT R =
TERFE R, 8 RZEZ A BRIk o] 6 T4 RS
_U%iz\ [4]894 .

Client, party #0 litigant 2 3£ fifi 19 ( fundam-
ental) . BOH) (core) IEFHIEIHAE, EHINN
Wi PR BB R . AREMNE, BZAim
B9 W, X=BALE (AR kA A ) 2 10 JR
EABRIEIT, BOGRNELE, AIE#—D R
o318,

(M) “HEAEX” BEF

YN BRUA B A A AN, T N
ANEL” E—ARE\EPHH, “HEAEL 225
CHRRCEE ST ARXS R RIARE R, Ak B
RBIARTE, FATEMR, R EA TR St
Ufo —MimiE, AN E ORI RIEN adversary
system B accusatory system, HLFR{E “Xprdl” , H
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AR B X T
N [7]14; CHRAL 3 X7 YA B30 % K inquisitorial
system, WHERAE “Zd )" , H A A %5 SCFAE
« _Q,LI l‘lﬂj&:)‘(” [7]454 .

B RE R SOE AR ARE R F

[ L

HOEHRTE SR PR S B, R
(14955 S — R EOIAE T ANl FEAR LE B AR 14 2 TR
BT P IER L . ARTE R i R AR
A5 R A K AT T, PR R o B AR JROR
W, RIG RS E IR A TR ARER R A, “ H R
TR X BT, “RIK™ ERE R R Sk,

FOOERAREPRREA Z DM RS REIAR
i, WA BURAE R, BT EEREKR
, HAEeSITe, PESE A, EIFS L
VR, FIBR B, BOESHUE, A SR, FU
SEUL, B SEE, Wor ST, JURER S A
SAE, i SesE, faeSiak, %, bR
Sefil 5, EHEAAZATINE SRR A LT, XEA
PR . X HLFR2E LA BT A B (X 7 T Al 24 11
BlriRZ, KikfEss RAWE, HIPZEDS ANUONE
PRI IR, AU TR 0 T I JIEHAR TR 9
FROHES

(—) BAR, EX, BIXHZERENEHE

TS R RIF, — e WA T
AL BIA%, BB, AR B 1
1957 4EE I S, TEAS L P g X B
PO - AL e 3 2 2 S R 2 A
A, AR BRI A YRIAY R A
B SHLEHRE A, TR 1A R E R
RAP AL BIALE DB O B OB 4
Fr, R A D CEIR CEIRT s
A0 g, R AR B LA P
AL CEIAT MARR, AR CEIAT

SHMERESAUT R B EA,
R —; PR LR, 5% R
S K R R B
o UL 3 o 5 3 R SR
Fio JBOA U — M, S AR UE A
RHE, B TEARBHRE A AT

Sy S RAEIEARINE, Kl EREMLREE HF AN,
HA PR R RESCRIOR™ o “RIAR” ZIEA
MOXIRR, Jeds 3 MR HIAE K 45 2 A N RASh i
3k B LS Y Al N By B A S SR Y S
T WE 2, A R R AT e
BRI, IEARKRS B NGAF ST, 1
AN T A5 R R AL A N AR SO 2
— B 4y S N LAS G A ZTURGE JAS P 258 )
BERA A o B VR e S, IR A s B
WHEREIRZ A (B USRS SO IRAS) ik k45 2
FNHRA IR AP IRAS, FITR A2,
AR IE OB G R FWEEME S AR
A EBANIZE “JFHE ) B,

IEAS . BIAEARBE T A — s, IEAR
BIABAFSRAR2, WAEMIED )y, Bk
WA BT G, JEARO R IEAFIREIAGN
SEAA—Z, DUEA N 8IASIEARNAE
A2y, W LAEA i,

BeAh, mRESCEA H WA, ATiE&w
BRI, Hean R R ]
TRFEME e o ERETAEE ., BT
VEE T ERRE R FEAAFET IR, AR
AFETEME, A IEAFEIASLER - # I
o (e A RIEBE 5 T47 BOyR i ik 27 1 ALY
AE) AR — R — B R E . 4Rt
R, JEAS | IEAS M A & T AR B
S Eo AT R, n] USR5 SRR JEER Y
SEENE . BRA L AR 7 AR IEAS R A 1t
STENHLA B H R B 40A A 2 BT FR O B D F
(R 1 o Ha, S0 PR 2 B2 2 R EL A A
XL TS Bk I8 U 75 2 S5 R 2 1 i
&, HEN# ARHBEEA AT, AR
A IEA BIASFBEEIS . IR 28

O “VIIHERBNRIERE: RBESHFEEA — A BRI
RFHARAEA . LA AT X 50 R, FATEEA LR &
PRBERITEDL, Prbl phe 45 22 2 7 i i 2 JBUA, e A R i Be B
BEDEFN . YRR R R ABA RILRARIEAR, F5Ib A0
NREBEEN R 204 . UL B ILAURBEE Z N 2%, 7 S s
N RIEBE ST R B AT B JEA IE A IS A Ay DX 350 (A LA (1957
9 A 13 AIENFERE 19526 5)

@ A (AEHUGHL ML) (2006 48) 55—+ —KH
HRUE “IEATRIARA R SEERE N o AREET AN (A&
SOEVFRTIEE BALE) (2001 4F) N ARMMUE : (RS AT
IE) SR NIEATIRIA . IEA MG A BA WSRO0, EANE
H, HT RS EI SO T AT B Bl i &,
AT R LA i .
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W EERIITE: ENTERE T A RE"
BT XA RLENE AT, P AR B I I A
(HERNE A | EARSRIAZ W EAME, 85120
BEREEASFEAR, BIASEHAEAR. A
TR, XA R R PR S R )
— SERITA S E AR CIEAT YRR
EZoChR FE M REE R AR AT 55
7 CCRIAT 5 OCERIET Xk Ak, %
SO SRR EAT RIME, L AnEFE DL CIEAR R
AEHSOIR BT, BIAW A2 5 %) J7 A
ABA LA, X W AR R A T R M
. BT, EHNNA LR — BRI

(1) “JFAR" HIFAE first original ,

M2, JEARFHABIE 2 SCAS B FW
AR “HPER R EORIET |, A R R, &
A HAIE R SeA o B, JFAEA
ERTLAER R Wl R I R SR o BT,
I RJRAS AT IFH first original, FH first S6F£ /R “ 4]
W 28, A,

Fritzsh, i original document fei¥ “JFIA”
WIHAGKE, H “JEAR” ANEIFAE original copy, F
SRR copy AL CARMZTE.

(2) “IEAR” ‘H¥AF duplicate original,

IEAJEAR MR IEA RV E RS o B IEA
A CEART R, EENE LS EAR—H,
I AMR 45 iR )5 42 original , [ duplicate original 3
WECIEART, B LR AR R R, LR,
duplicate original J&— 1| B IA FE1E . 1200 .

A duplicate original is a document prepared with
the same formality as the first original. For example,
a duplicate original will would be signed and dated by
the will maker and witnesses, whereas a copy of an
original will would just be aphotocopy of the signed

document. "'*'"7

DL AR A3 IE AR MR I A il 1
A N, BUE Y IE AR R Vs Ve A FIIE AR
FIreE EH WIS, misiEr N R 2 A%
B SURMR R 7

(3) “BIA" 'HPEAE counterpart original =Y,
counterpart

TE— MW EIET G, BIASPEAE counterpart &
5o AR part J48 “ AEGAUE RS SOA
Z—, —MpFkH part, F—FkH counterpart, "

et (A sk il L) |, counterpart 1) X

+&: One of two or more copies or duplicates of a legal
instrument. g JE 38, “ counterpart 248 HEC A5
(legal instrument) 2 ZAM MFa S HlfF ) —A4" |
HTHER AT F1CIEAT B Y original
AHXIRE, 28 & N O AT 4 “ Bl A" P AE counterpart
original, 48X, EIIZ<F counterpart [H] (%A 5¢ R 5
WSz, HARYEIE MR (ORIEREL) W2t
counterpart PE{FEH 3¢ “EIA” fyl 70 B0 g g
A" L fr s rEEEN], A counterpart
— AR CRIAT R

(4) “JfF" A ST EAE the original FI
duplicate ,

T AT RS CRAET, CRIAT WA
T &R, BORBE S RAERIE AT 1
first original 3 “JifF” , WA C Y REIE
“BIZ<" B9 counterpart original B{ counterpart % “&
HrE .

BT CEA IEAFRIAS R EAR IR X
—JIWr, LI R] 4 first original, duplicate original L)
J counterpart original = > original 4t — f§ &y the
original ,

R (GEEBIBIERRINY XfF duplicate® [
RESCG IS R AR R i Al
J duplicate 5%, duplicate copy ¢ “&EHl{” . Hrp
RFLGNY CRORIEFEHL) 72 e I iy (Ui
YeEpiade) #of duplicate B T “BIA” , J5&
WFR “BAE £ H duplicate 1 copy # {1t coun-
terpart” % 5 S IR AHH ]

52 |, duplicate HJZL) plicate (£8) JAlZR45 2
HIANZ2 BATa] R i) —1>, LA triplicate, quadruplicate,
quintuplicate, sextuplicate, septuplicate, octuplicate,
nonuplicate } decuplicate, iX2bia]—RERSETERN, “—
U , BrLL, duplicate Bf in duplicate fFLA<fY
B0 AP .

B AL IR “IEA” RSt SRS
authentic copy/writing'""', {H %&£ % i\ 24, authentic
copy I PR E “AEMEMTT o FATH ] authentic
REE “MEMER” B CERRT (FHSTESC, TEEA

@ A “duplicate” is a counterpart produced by the same impression
as the original, or from the same matrix, or by means of photography,
including enlargements and miniatures, or by mechanical or electronic re-
recording, or by chemical reproduction, or by other equivalent techniques
which accurately reproduces the original. (& il {4248 LA 29 [ — il
A MAHIEIBEAR . DLRARR 5=, IO T E S 5=, Dk
S5 ek ARGt A R AR R S A T R E AR B - )
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= CIERRT ) XERRDGE, YRS & aut-
hentic document, “ 3L ELIfiAx” J& authentic Chinese
text,

BZ, 45ietnh . $24E ] original RiF “A”
HBURA . TEAS, BIAK YA first original, dup-
licate original FI counterpart original; “J§{4:” Fl “&
H" MG —iF/F the original 1 duplicate ,

(Z) EA. WIEARIZHZF

FHEELA b “JREAR” | “IEAR” F“RIAR” (1
B, RN M AR BB R 2
“TENT R dE AR A S I A YR IR T N R
J7, ISR EE R R B 1) £ i 2] JE AR Tk A —
RS S5 AN, WEAREIFAZ T E A G,
HAERERM, “ WAaE N Wi S5 Rk,
AR . Ry 84, . 26ak . s
RIS S, BESIE RIS FIEI N o TE%Y
EOT, WAE AW AT P R A7
BEEEHU ERANREERNZ, 8%
Bl “IUEN” gk BN o XESEAXT
(), IXSHR PR Ve 1A I T R 22 5 1 ) - IR
w— T, “Hi#iE " & eye witness, J&45 5 ear
witness (H-EHIEA) FAIM—FHIEA, HEUE A3
FHIEFFRA eyewitness testimony ( HiffIEAIER) o
“HUEN” BIIERGIFL N 1% 2 attesting witness,
JEAE H W Y 3N B A s I A S, I
SRAAEZSCIE 254 LA IE B g 0 IR
N ERARRN CUIEIEN"T7 b, EHmiE
BHEARTE “WAE” By attestation, T AN A&

witnessing,
e + 51 H.
=GR

EHNEHBFEE R A ORIME TH
HARARTEX I RE S0 X —RE ST T 20 3 ) 332 |
B SO SO IRE ST, e —FPEERE A
R T PRI (8] K L REAS X MR o a2l DX 531 oA
MIRE ST o X AN R UL IR 2T (i 3 ve 5 A i) JiL )
(Black’ s Law Dictionary) 45— iR ZF#RRERDIF N
HSC, (ER TR LA AR TR, 1R SR DL
Bk plmhe

HEFEAATT TRBHMEMH, SRR, 7£X
BAR AN TR BEEAR (Al technology) H #i ik
AR, B AT R SR (HRR R

HikFE. ANEREE . BN, LRPFRSE, KA
Al — € JoILGEIT o X BESR R BIRAT AL A, AN
Jeid TR ik R R A B N A IR R i
ISR PRIZE A% REE—IPHERE, E
EHWNN, RREEEEIGR AR A .
A A B 78 SO DR AR SOOI AR
TSR T R R, RIEHET A p
Z

TR R PP AL A R S SRS e — 1] 2
SCRIARTE A D IRE IATE R B A o 7E2E e
ARif . PR SEI0E R SURRRE RPFA AT
FAEE BARTE SER AR B R, e Y
PRI s 2 13 3 28 Ml B X A, R R BT PR, X L
-

Sk
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