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A Study on Translation Strategies of Interpretive Text of
Memorial Halls

Wang Tongjun, Jia Xiaoging
(College of Foreign Languages, University of Shanghai for Science and Technology, Shanghai 200093, China)

Abstract; Although the interpretive text of memorial halls falls into the category of external publicity
texts, it has distinctive linguistic features. Thus, the translation should be approached with different
strategies. Based on translation of the interpretive text of the exhibits in Wang Yirong Memorial, this
study analyzes the linguistic features of the Chinese interpretive textswhichis a combination of colloquial
introduction, professional terms, and sensational languages. It discusses the application of translating
methods, including literal and free translation, addition and omission. Also, it focuses onterminology
translation and the translating strategies. The studyis expected to provide positivereference for translation

of interpretive texts of historical celebrity memorials.
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corruption had become very common, the act of

In late Qing Dynasty when officialdom

Wang Yirong and his mother was estimable and rare.

HI TS SR EL AR, DU iE &
BRI, XTEANE SCAS, el A I v A
WML . DUEM UL PF ST RE B AR, 5 e,
LR, T TE AR G IR S R T A0 AL
MR, BTS2, BHE . MGG, EAE
WL SR BARAE SRR . ARBC BT %k
WU BGREAT” CMERER] ST MR —IR” A
POy, BT AR, TEfE BRIk LA
AESE. Wik, FCHAT TaIRR R, K g
W, Wi AT M E %7 ¥ E officialdom
corruption, Kt “XERERI T A —IRT PSR
RIOCHEf5 B P2 K, 230 i S B %5 1] estimable #I
rare .
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S, RZA . KN AR, RO,
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=38

compared Qingliu to a black ox, with Li Hongzao as

Scholars and officials in the capital

its head, Zhang Zhidong and Zhang Peiguan as its
horns, and Wang Yirong as its stomach: they are all
key members of the party often giving suggestions and
devising strategies. When one of them made a
proposal, the others would endorse him, and their
voice was so influential that it could even control the
opinions in the court.
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¥ At that time, it was a fashion considering
the wedding night and the success in the imperial
examination as the two ecstasies of life.
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i “lost in translation” [ M, AS{H R A) )6
EGIRTCAE, T H T 9035 B N X W 5
R FERPIA TR, SARBZIE, N
I, S E K X WA TR R A, BN the
wedding night ( Hf #§ 7 ) Hl the success in the
imperial examination (X ETT) .
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%3 Buried in the grave of Wang Chonglie,
Wang Yirong’ s second son 1 piece (with 52 characters
carved on it, smashed after beingdug out in 1976 by the
crowd during the Cultural Revolution)
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1%E3C In the Qing Dynasty, the provincial exami-
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nation, called “autumn exam” , was held every three
years in August in Beijing and provincial capitals.
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¥ Wang Yirong was proficient in each style
of calligraphy. He was known as one of “the four
calligraphy maestros” of late Qing Dynasty.
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%3 Weng Tonghe (1837-1909), also known
by his courtesy name Shengfu and literary names
Shuping and Songchan (the latter one was used in his
twilight years ), was born in Changshu, Jiangsu
province. He was a Number One Scholar (Zhuangyuan)
in Xianfeng’ s reign. The positions he held included
education commissioner of Shaanxi province, assistant
minister of the Ministry of Revenue, supervisor of the
of the Ministry of
Punishments, minister of the Ministry of Works,

Court of Censors, minister

minister of the Ministry of Revenue, associate grand
secretary , grand councilor and foreign affairs minister.
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“provincial education commissioner” , FEEEN] “AAEL”
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e,
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¥ X  Wang Yirong, second-class official,
Jijiu of the National Academy, was a virtuous,
knowledgeable, honest and upright man, who served
in the South Pavilion, and was favored by the
emperor.
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B9 [FNATCAE (1862) EBERE ISR
2.

%3 In the first year of Tongzhi’s reign (1862),
Wang Yirong took the provincial examination for the first
time.
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