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Abstract; This paper explores discourse connectives and their occurrences in contexts and assumed
contexts. Based on Sperber and Wilson’ s relevance theory, we thereby discuss how discourse
connectives constrain deduction and induction in discourse interpretation. Besides the apparent forms,
there are visually hidden yet mentally existing forms of discourse connectives requiring the listener’ s

cognitive knowledge to connect his known information with that of the speaker and to help produce new
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contexts and assumed contexts, which contribute to a sensible interpretation by the listener.
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TETERE K15 (discourse connectives) J&Uiih &
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B 1 Quite incidentally, 1 found out some very
useful information at the party.

512  May loved her husband in spite of the fact
that he drank too much.

513 You should report any incident, however
serious or minor it is.

54 He insisted that everything would be alright.
Nevertheless, 1 could not help feeling anxious.
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5 5 (context: Peter is back from jogging. )

Mary: So you are trying to keep fit.

516 (context: Peter comes home from work at 3:00
pm. )

Mary: But you had to work late shift today.
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57 Lo observes that when Westerners go to a
restaurant they ask for a good table, which means a
good position from which to see and be seen. They are
usually there to be entertained socially —and also,
incidentally, to eat. When the Chinese go to a
restaurant, however, they ask for a small room with
plain walls where they cannot be seen except by the
members of their own party, where jackets can come
off and they can proceed with the serious business which
brought them there. The Chinese intentions are
honorable and whole-hearted; to eat with a capital E7.

XF EIRSCF AR, ARG T T HEE R, Lo
WMEER]: 1) VY ANFR E A R TE I 22
PEIT NN T HLASIRIR A A0, “ 02" M Y,
MR AL, FHERENFEE 2”5 2) W
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%8 A. I have a hunch that Gill is looking for
a new job.

B: Indeed, she is studying job ads whenever
she has got a spare minute.

R, A RS UG, B R IR A A
WHRRIE N AW CRGE” R4 T B A E,
FHEAAHREIS A S . R, B Bt
T A R, AR

519 A. Gill is studying job ads whenever she
has got a spare minute.

B: Honestly, 1 have had a hunch that she is
looking for a new job.

TR & 1 honestly fiif5 A F1 B T 2] & Y
X AR ) S5 SC, AH A S WS T U I 1 S
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AL B RIEERE B X A (%, A%
o bl WL, TG A ERIL, A TR AR
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510 A. What did Susan say?

B: You’ve dropped your wallet.

B (BB AR A n), (HARE SCHR ), W]
IHEWT B JE7E#5 4 Susan BYTG1TE . HIL, A FhAH
&, TRIERRKRIE A HIE S AE PR
WA NS AEHE IR B 5, Fe & n RIS TH I i
SERPETEE TG RN, FTLL, IEIERARIE, A
UL AR MEIE S, I NPT BEAF7E HAIE =,
WHERPEIE, EAEE TS At i, @
TR EAHER, BB LR IE A A 4 SIS SRR T Y
WHEPE S B R SR A A BT .

5] 11

nothing like London; and it is not Spokane multiplied

New York is nothing like Paris; it is

by sixty, or Detroit multiplied by four. It is by all
odds the loftiest of cities”’.
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R L =R 4 PRIER, 2R R, G



554

e R, G WIRTERKRIE B SRR S B A0 345

PE B HENT . HAb & A TRk R IEDRIEAn B
3C, S E A AR BRI 2 TR IR R0,
Qg 10 F 11, RS 35 i R0 SCAS e b A
IR, HESCGER, ] 10, HAXHER 2T
AT A 5 B BIXHEZRRA T X 11 w5
R Z )03 77 AR IR B O F o R, X
AP RIR R, S s B A R RS
HAE R IHEWT AR ey, AR p 2™ e —
— IR RSB 10 W, AT LA
NEHER: A B BJRTAEJE Susan HEFA; A
B BUAEA A REFI Susan 7E—i2, (EARAT] P> B 23 [H]
R RRER L, 5. MiX—Ri%, Grice iy “ZZPx
JEI™ HAMRERAIE R, RO JCI8 2 Ui & ik 2
Wrl s, TEAChrid i —E R R N At sk
BN —E B SN 4T o You” ve
dropped your wallet B {MFFARFE [ A A1, HAL
TERSERTEST R EIROE . e Em 2
EEET WTRERAS: 1) B XS A BTN AT
2) BXF A PRRCAEE . Tl IR s A
B, AMEXT R E A A R R, D12, 13,

5112 A. Are you coming to my party?

B: I won’t be able to make it. I have an
appointment.

5113 A. Are you coming to my party?

B: I have an appointment. I won’t be able to
make it.

] 12 Ff5) 13 PRERIISTESS A a3, BR T
PHLELA G A Y B[] 25 i J5 0 Fr A ), 53 AT o] 72
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FEAE AR, AR BRI AR g A
WL FIWTRIERE, MR EE R E, RIS
X BTSRRI A S . 1R
BRAEEAHZ B R 3C, a8 T ASSNR AR R o
) BRI B AE PR IR ) B RE , B R TGRS
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