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Ideal Change Reflected in Yang Hsien-yi’s Chinese-English
Poetry Translation

—From Chuci to Hongloumeng
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(1. School of Foreign Languages, Tianjin Normal University, Tianjin 300387, China;
2. School of Foreign Languages, Inner Mongolia University of Technology, Hohhot 010010, China)

Abstract: Yang Hsien-yi’s career of Chinese-English poetry translation covers two distinctive phases.
From translating Chuci in the earlier period to rendering the poems in Hongloumeng in the later period,
his poetic ideals vary with the passage of time. With respect to other reminiscent articles, this article
intends to draw an outline for the ideal change of his Chinese-English poetry translation in terms of
whether and how poetry is to be translated by exploring his variant poetic ideals in two periods.
Meanwhile this article is to provide an objective description of change in his interest towards translation
as his job in synchronization with his ideal change, and to emphasize the predominant influence of

translators "interest on the translation practice.
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%3 Wine before us, sing a song.
How long does life last?

It is like the morning dew ;

Sad so many days have past.

Sing hey, sing ho!
Deep within my heart I pine.
Nothing can dispel my woe,

Save Du Kang, the god of wine **'.
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