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A Social Categorization by Discourse Parameters for ESP. A Web-
based Corpus Analysis of “Belt and Road” News Commentaries

MA Tao
(School of Foreign Languages, Shanghai Sanda University, Shanghai 201209, China)

Abstract; The categorization and specification of social functions for English for specific purposes
(ESP) stands in a marked contrast to that for English for general purposes ( EGP). This study
compares discourse patterns across four geo-political regions by a corpus-based approach to analyzing
“Belt and Road” media report data retrieved from the WebCorp, a linguistic search engine. The
corresponding relationship between regions and parameters forms an empirical basis for the linguistic
specification of social functions, which offers a new perspective to observe the difference between ESP
and EGP.
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Tab.1 Regional comparison of TTR and SSR

eS| TE Juz Lyl p NN
RIS 44 657 45 677 46 615 45595
KA 5010 5812 5851 5 497
AU 8.91 7.86 7.97 8.29
Gl 1 876 1371 1276 1 166
=244 54 53 54 57
Gy 35 26 24 20

XERiHAT “ &1 4328HT, 7218 1 “HRIfF”
P EEAR <B4 IR 11 000, “ 28 AL
HEEE 17, SR, R 1 BRRKIRARIGH “ K557
{EI47E 6 000 LAPY, 33X U 45 DX So0] ] — 32 Y 2
WAFEE KRN 25 5 R, &1 v “ A2
BRI T X [ 3R S Rl AR AR eSS
RIZESE . X UL A B —h e D) AR DX B Y o
R, REERE A B —2F, seT LA
Bl TSk, e F 2, ESPAhoJE M HE 4
SN AT LA & B b 3B S ROR

T " s ER T A YR FiE
T B RFIE o AN DI 0] 1) /) 1 25 5 D B R N
E A E ) D C A s L e L Y SN e i (O i
I BB R BT, R4 AR -1 )
%, BMAE LA RN EL, TE R I U A
JRZIWIAHIL o AN]SR 1) 1 T IS TR g A 2
DIReIE P, X2 ) B 5 B RN B 7 vk i 2Rkl
ENAYEIEE

HeE HARESE T il e X 518 5 1 ST ReRs
B AN AT SRR PG O 2 0 W e, W 1R HERA 1)
W SE A RIE RE SRR A 2 P MR 4325

SABCGEN, e 1, “AriE T Bl fedt
5 DI SR Z E R T —E X AR A
ATTURIEY, A T AR i 2 g IR, A
i SO A R 2R RO SRR A vERR (5 8
RSO TR A | ARV =R RS
K HCBOA R IR AL, DLGIBIE X 0 L 1T
B mIERIE RS RO R T

(—) EREFTRBTMILE

C—al T SVATE R T 10 A A A 2y
2k belt, road, infrastructure, development, strate-
gy, initiative, plan, project, vision, regional, [
FPUAAS ) X IR T 10 A e ) 22 8] 7
TE2E 5, EAERHS & CIR R 22 1) 14 i 4 3
TR 2 S R DX 4 T AR] DX 25 S 1) 32 AR
FEZE 2 YA DX () A e 0 Al i e A 3t
PR, A DX A e B A = A I
SRR R R ARG R

2 WA XEGER IR BURE S A A
], X ERAE KA A E R A2 . BAR
F X R SECEACHEXS IR 2
G o YN (EPSY SR VR I S S T TP =N & <
T IR AR A 2 B O3 HoAth =4 X
UARAIE ,  HLIXFPREAE R 20 A0 LU BIARRL. S T 7ETR
o BTN P FRR P 22 [R5 3] — 2R B A T S 4L
AV 5 CHErEET LA, AR bR
e, aT AR REA [l A2 Ja 1 1 1 R 3 )y
HEZ AL

®2 FTHRASHHXELE

Tab.2 Regional comparison of lexical parameters
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Tab.3 Regional comparison of sentence parameters
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Tab.4 Regional comparison of conjunction parameters
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