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On Translation Strategies of Onomatopoeic Words in Japanese
—Taking Japanese Comics Series Yugami Kun Has No Friends as an Example

ZHANG Wenbi, CHEN Jiaqi
(College of Foreign Languages, University of Shanghai for Science and Technology, Shanghai 200093, China)

Abstract; Japanese is characterized by onomatopoeic words which play a very important role in
Japanese comics series. Take Yugami Kun Has No Friends as an example, it has abundance of
illustrations. This paper has proposed four translation strategies of Japanese onomatopoeic words into
Chinese by following the two fundamental translation principles of functional equivalence and
domestication. The first is variation translation strategy, which emphasizes the localization of the
source text. The second is gloss translation strategy, which retains the cultural colors of the source
text. The third is substitution translation strategy, featuring the four-character idioms or proverbs in
Chinese. The fourth strategy turns out to be back-tracing translation, intending to back-trace the
source terms. The authors hold that more attention should be paid to the translation of onomatopoeic
words in Japanese comics. It is advisable that the four translation strategies mentioned above should be
flexibly employed to deepen the localization of comics translation, and meanwhile to maintain the

charm of original contents as much as possible.
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Tab.1 The chart of onomatopoeic words in the Japanese

comics series Yugami Kun Has No Friends
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