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How to Identify Pernicious Europeanized Chinese in E-C Translation
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Abstract: The Europeanized Chinese was born with a translation boom since the First Opium War. In
spite of its positive effects on the development of modern Chinese, we should guard against the
negative effects. With examples from English-Chinese literary translation, the present paper analyzes
and classifies the protruding problems of Europeanized Chinese in English-Chinese translation. Some
measures to rectify these problems are also put forward. Hopefully it can draw the translators’

attention and help them identify and rectify the problem during their translation practice.
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f5]1 My maternal grandmother, after having nine
children who survived, one who died in infancy, and
many miscarriages, as soon as she became a widow,
devoted herself to woman’s higher education. She was
one of the founders of Girton College, and worked hard
at opening the medical profession to women. She used
to relate how she met in Italy an elderly gentleman who

was looking very sad. She inquired the cause of his
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melancholy and he said that ke had just parted from his
two grandchildren. (How to Grow Old, Bertrand
Russell)
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{5 2 The repose of the sun-embroidered green
gloom slowly spread over my heart. [ forgot for what /
had travelled, and I surrendered my mind without
struggle to the maze of shadows and songs. ( Gitanjali,
Rabindranath Tagore)
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513 We come nearest to the great when we are
great in humility. (Stray birds, Tagore)
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f5]4 If we respected only what is inevitable and
has a right to be, music and poetry would resound along
the streets. When we are unhurried and wise, we
perceive that only great and worthy things have any
permanent and absolute existence, that petty fears and
petty pleasures are but the shadow of the reality.
( Walden Pond, Thoreau)
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5] 5 1 think that a successful old age is easiest for
those who have strong impersonal interests involving
appropriate activities. ( How to Grow Old, Bertrand
Russell )
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5] 6  Josephine was sacked, with wages to the
end of the month, after twenty-four years of service.
( Crippled Tree, Han Suyin)
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5] 7 Pearls, baskets and baskets of them, seed
pearls so small, pearls mounted by the thousand on

head pins and diadems, bigger ones like tears, with

downward droop, large round ones. There were rubies
and aquamarines and sapphires, but there were few
diamonds. Perhaps because there are no diamonds in
China; only some diamonds that the Princess had
bought at Cartier’s in Paris on her trips, solitaires
unmounted, which she kept, and now playful she
rolled them on the carpets, and they flashed
sleepily'""’. ( Crippled Tree, Han Suyin)
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5 8 1 shall go out about two o’clock and everyone
must keep away until 1 send word that they may go back
to their work. (The Secret Garden, F.H. Burnett)
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519 The woman fook no notice of these taunts,
but walked on, with the same expression of angry
scorn, as if she heard nothing. ( Uncle Tom’s Cabin,
H. B. Stowe)
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510 A new and exciting world of loveliness
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opened before her. She now found it thrilling even to
wash dishes in the kitchen sink. (How to Stop Worrying
and Start Living? Dale Carnegie)
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