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A Cognitive Semantic Study of Phrasal Verbs with Back

QIN Xiaofei
( Wenjing College, Changzhou Open University, Changzhou 213001, China)

Abstract; Cognitive linguistics provides a new framework of understanding and analysis of basic
meanings and semantics of some verbal phrases in English. For many English learners and research
enthusiasts, it offers a brand new way of semantic thinking. On the basis of cognitive linguistic
theories, this thesis analyzes the semantic meanings of phrasal verbs with the particle back, and
discovers that the semantic features of the particle back affect the phrasal meanings. The conceptual
meanings of the particle back affect the corresponding verbs on two tendencies: backwardness tendency
and return tendency. In addition data analysis reveals that most of the phrasal verbs with back are

affected by these two tendencies.
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A%, ATLAAS S back (UELKE, WE 1.

Back Front

1 back FjpBERER

Fig.1 Central image schema of back
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SOE, WE2 P, B gHE (— AT 5
Fbn (Aoh— AWTE) A, EeE-EN.
1ER 3w, B2k (AR TR (FHR)
(4 Je T 2 s I b AS . Jain” 2

Stk TR

Back Front

2 EMECRECRHSEE
Fig.2 Static state of back in contact

5] 1 These two boys sit back to back.

J—‘ LIRS FhR

Back Front

B3 ZHEmMH“EEHSCE

Fig.3 Static state of back not in contact

512 Why don’t you set your chair back a little
to get a better view?

back 12l A5 15 BLALFE T H A 25— Rl A
Btz shi g e, k4, B3 “IRElLSiEAL
TEEY, FHEETE .

513 You work has been slipping back recently.

F
<=
Back Front

4 back BN RTTEFIE BRI TR
Fig.4 Sense of the process of moving from
the front to the back

5 I A0 SR R TE 5 38 3 2 5 Ak T i
Ao WTHHPIES Ffl 4, “HBE 2P BITE" .
SHAC R B TR R A0 8, ik 6 Fii 5 s,
G IR R R SYIHRE

Back Front

ES5 MNErgl/FiEsEbRE
Fig.5 Static state after moving from the front to the back

514 Gardeners argue about whether one should

cut roses back in the spring or autumn.

Back Front
6 [OE| R mERIEIRES
Fig. 6 Static state of returning
5] 5 Examination papers will be handed back
after the marks have been officially recorded.
I AT T AFS SN back ()75 [AIHE &7 . The
sense of backwardness ([a])5) .

(=) 7INGHiA back HIPEIGHE A=Y

/Nty in) back [RGB O Z AR A S, JLRE
i M2 (1) 30 380 A o G S AT 450 . B PR] L A
T AT IRAE, T3 0385 LR /Y B A
M the sense of past (L2 ) , the sense of control
($41)) , the sense of return (% [d]) , the sense of
decrease (Ji§/)*) , the sense of behaving negatively
CHRAAT ) o

FRmgitiE & 2  1  the sense of past (33)
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5 6 Please cast back your mind to ten years ago.

[l & L 2 the sense of control (F54il)
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57 1 can’t hold back my anger and fight.
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58 When your Dad punishes you, you shouldn’t

the sense of return (& [0])

answer him back.
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519  When you sing this song, try not to pull
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it back as it makes it dull.
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5] 10 She sank back unwilling to face her father’s
anger.
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Tab.1 Contrastive analysis of the senses and the position of nine groups verbs
RSN v Y SR AR R AL E Y e %
e o
> s 1~50 51 ~100 101 ~200 201 ~300 301 ~500 501 ~1 112 > 5

10 100 0 0 0 0 0 0

8 100 0 0 0 0 0 0

7 60 20 20 0 0 0 0

6 100 0 0 0 0 0 0

5 33.33 33.33 0 33.33 0 0

4 50.00 12.50 12.50 0 12.50 12.50 0

3 27.25 9.10 18.20 9.10 9.10 27.25 0

2 3.57 14.29 7.14 17.85 14.29 28.58 14.28

1 5.71 28.57 11.42 5.71 5.71 20.02 22.86
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Tab.2 Main senses of phrasal verbs with back

LI Bl iA) A A L A1)
@1 i 46 33.58%
Qb 4 2.92%
@12 1 0.73%
@RI 2 1.46%
GRHIE 3 2.18%
©f4: 2 1.46%
@ZN 4 2.92%
@ 2 1.46%
Ol 6 4.38%
103 Il 26 18.98%
W Fr kS 5 3.65%
@Il 14 10.22%
BEHWAT 2 1.46%
W S EHH R 5 3.65%
B~ 7 5.11%
(OFER 1 0.73%
3t % 7 5.11%
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the sense of control (Emotion Domain)

the sense of reducing (Quantity Domain)
the sense of being slow (Quantity Domain)

the sense of being low (Quantity Domain)

A

the sense of prevention (Behavior Domain)

the sense of refusal (Behavior Domain)

the sense of unwillingness  (Behavior Domain)

\ the sense of secret (Behavior Domain)

(" | the sense of repossession (Activity Domain)

the sense of in return for sth (Activity Domain)
the sense of being popular again (Activity Domain)

the sense of repeat or reconsideration

A

(Activity Domain)
the sense of reply (Activity Domain)

the sense of recovery from health (Activity Domain)

‘ THE SENSE OF RETURN ‘ ‘ THE SENSE OF BACKWAERDNESS ‘

\_| the sense of the past (Time Domain)

B7 &/NaniAl back B9 IE iR Y P K SCBE

Fig.7 Main senses of phrasal verbs with back
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Tab.3 A contrast analyse between the conceptual
meaning of back and the sense clusters of

phrasal verbs with back

back (/35 L & back JeiF B in] ) SCHE

backwardness backwardness cluster
return return cluster

other senses

1. WJEREH

S TE R AT, S1.83% (il back [AETE
SAEA “mJET R KR W TN 5 B
TRIETC 5 X T Sl SO A TR, RISl Y
TN BAT “mia” Wt 2% back R
iR &2 ) X Bk ) RS20, 140, hold back,
keep back, fling back, move back, glance back 4%,
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#5111 a) The mouse drew back in terror as the [P PRS2 o iR AR T A s, IX PR

cat sprang.
b) The train drew into the station.

a f) (18 75 J2 45 15 1A draw back, S 4 [Hl,
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5112 a) Don’t push!
b) The papers are falling out of the

envelope, push them back.
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