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Paralyzed Communication and Spiritual Paralysis
—An Analysis of the Conversations in The Sisters
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(1. School of Foreign Languages, Shanghai University of Electric Power, Shanghai 200090, China;
2. College of Foreign Languages, University of Shanghai for Science and Technology, Shanghai 200093, China)

Abstract: The Sisters is Irish writer-James Joyce’s first short story starting to announce and criticize
Dublin social problems—high religious stress and spiritual paralysis. This paper analyzes conversations
between the characters. It is discovered that these conversations violate the Cooperative Principle
proposed by Paul Grice—unwilling blank with disability, helpless taboo with numbness and no
opinioned blindness. Joyce arranges this kind of “illogical” conversation to announce thought
regression, moral code paralysis and blind religious belief, thus deepens the theme in the novel—

spiritual paralysis.
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X MO Bl P 45 B AP o /MBELA— 25
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PR (H. P. Grice) W\, N T 52 AER
AT T 2, ANTEEXT 3G f A
5% —Fh & VEJRIN ( Cooperative Principle) , iXfift
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fl1  “No,

but there was something queer--- there was something

I wouldn’t say he was exactly---

uncanny about him. I’ll tell you my opinion---”

“I have my own theory about it, ” he said, “I
think it was one of those --- peculiar cases. But it’s
hard to say--”’

He began to puff again at his pipe without giving
us his theory. My uncle saw me staring and said to me ;

“Well, so your old friend is gone, you’ll be
sorry to hear that. ”
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512 “What I mean is, ” said old Cotter, “it’s
bad for children. My idea is: let a young lad run about
and play with young lads of his own age and not be---
Am I right, Jack?”

“That’s my principle too. ” said my uncle, “Let
him learn to box his corner. That’s what I’m always
saying to that Rosicrucian there: take exercise. Why,
when I was a nipper every morning of my life I had a
cold bath, winter and summer. And that’s what stands

to me now. Education is all very fine and large---Mr
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Cotter might take a pick of that leg mutton, he added to
my aunt. ”
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%3  “I wouldn't like children of mine, ” He
said, “to have too much to say a man like that. ”

“How do you mean, Mr Cotter? ” asked my aunt.
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51 4 “It was that chalice he broke---That was
the beginning of it. Of course, they say it was all
right, that it contained nothing, I mean. But still---
They say it was the boy’s fault. But poor James was
so nervous, God be merciful to him! ”

“And was that it? 7 said my aunt, “I heard
something:--”
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S PRI 53 4 20475 TH 3k 3 BH 0 o ARl AC B9 SE AT
H AR A BLRE 7R — 8 o X RO 3R e B K = H00t
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5] 5 “Did he---peacefully? ” “Oh, quite peace-

fully, ma’am, ” said Eliza, “You couldnt tell when
the breath went out of him. He had a beautiful death,
God be praised. ”
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RS, TR AU R
JEE T A AN " R BRI E RSt
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HEROAN—METE LT 1. HEL, A
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5] 6 “There’s poor Nannie, ” said Eliza,
looking at her, “she’s worn out. All the work we
had, she and me, getting in the woman to wash him
and then laying him out and then the coffin and then
arranging about the Mass in the chapel. Only for
Father O’Rourke I don’t know what we’d done at all.
It was him brought us all them flowers and them two
candlesticks out of the chapel and wrote out the notice
for the Freeman’s General and took charge of all the
papers for the cemetery and poor James’s insurance”

“Wasn'’t that good of him? ” said my aunt.

Eliza closed her eyes and shook her head slowly,

“Ah, there’s no friends like the old friends”
she said, “when all is said and done, no friends that
a body can trust. ”

B HIIATR, RFTIS A Ye i Ip 1 HACHY
FEAL, MR, LSRR HR A
VFUL A SR AT RIS, AR — A, PR
B AR . DEIE B ropi A d 2 2 gk o
SEEALIZEIN R, NBLESOR G, HiME, RE
S, FFVREE R YE “Only for Father O’Rourke I
don’t know what we’d done at all” , K T HE 7
MAOHAEZEAL T A B X, HE R TG s i A i
TAEIEE X AIES : “There’s no friends like
the old friends. 7 7R 3C W& s ACAY RIS, A
P53 “shook her heads slowly” . #:5EF X RMRE B
“when all is said and done, no friends that a body can
trust. SNV 5C B v MUACHYTRTE A O, M
o PHRIVSEIRE AT &, d 1 7 0EN, &
IR, AL KRBT R, XEHIFFRTR TR
IR RO, BB TR B T
B, WA Ty, AR SN EE AT
o, FIRFISA ST EREEL, A7 4T “no
friends that a body can trust” F{TIAHEI, SR Tatf
SRR FHRMBADL, TR EHAISUEA IR
IMEFFTS O AT BEE AT, AHBBAGEA T 33
W1, PR IR SRR, HBEERR B O

AN, ML (KRG ShR, LT Ak
MASET- M B A, 10 KR B E AL R
PET” SEdl, KRS AIZ AL B B BE SR ALY AN
W, MEEACHEH®SE. WREAWEHIBE
W, /UM T AT AR AN . AR R EH
SRR, AR K EHE H AR A AIIA
A, E BT S R DR B ) 2 R A
K, BUWHRKEMIIE, RIERE MR AR 34K,

U, 4HE

AT CUHERAT) BxEiG b g R 2 il 5 1R
JEIAY “RET PR, MU TERMEZERE TSR
RS, SRR R RS, H IAHIRE
TRERSFEME . LEERHE. 5B MR
RIEFIRN I TR BN EE T T, )
M—PILNREZO LR T FHEN R AR, a2
A KREHE ERYARE. KILLITE, #RFHK
NBHHER T HEREH, s, MESSAA RE
T3, WH—IAEHERET ISR . FORTUER ., B Hikn]
(NS 2 COPNIZ 1/ BT Be W7/ Eipo N riest = N2
SATE HAE IR AR 20 TR ARG
e AR, TN AR S S .
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