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Conceptual Transfer in Chinese Learners’
Conceptualization of Definiteness

LIU Qiufen
(College of Foreign Languages, University of Shanghai for Science and Technology, Shanghai 200093, China)

Abstract; The present study investigates how Chinese learners of English express definiteness in
anaphoric contexts from the perspective of conceptual transfer. In the research, all the subjects were
required to select the best choice for expressing definiteness in three types of anaphoric contexts. The
result shows that although Chinese learners as a whole are capable of distinguishing between the or
that ,both intermediate and high-proficiency learners are affected by conceptual transfer since they are
prone to conceptualize “na” in Mandarin as a combination of existential uniqueness and demonstrative

uniqueness in English.
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f5]1 The pet shop had a dog for sale. I bought
the/that dogm.

X EYENE R, FEK TR,

{51 2 The curtain rose. A woman and a man
came onto the stage. Then the/ * that woman started
singing and dancing®’.

X RATHER T . — P AR Bk
FIBES Lo ARG ATTIRIEERBESE .

53 A woman entered from stage left. Another
woman entered from stage right. * The/That woman

was carrying a basket of flowers*.
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5] 4 Betsy was staying at a hotel, and didn’t
have anything to read. It was too early to go to bed.
So she went to a bookstore, and bought a magazine.
Then she came back to her hotel and read the
magazine. She enjoyed it a lot".

Which word is the best option for the blank?

SR, HSCH ISR 1 4 T A
I OCHRR R S e — A, e — P e SO LA
ST, fB ) T P AR ME— 1R A4 € T 1) the,

515  Vicky was getting ready for a long train
trip, and she wanted something to read on her trip.
So she went to the library, and got out a book and a
new magazine, and packed them in her bag. The
next day, Vicky got on the train. She found her seat
and sat down. Then, she read the book. It was
really interestingm.

SR, ESC P AR R A4 TR AR B
ANFEPERHEFRY, T SCHREE L —Amf, B
ATESE YA b A B S Ol —ME, i) T
7R A that,

5 6 Richard went to a bookstore and bought
two books to read. One of the books turned out to be
long and boring. But the other book had a really
exciting storyline. So Richard finished that book.

He read it in just one night*’.
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