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Analysis of the Subject Issue in Walser’ s Brothers and Sisters of Tanner

BIAN Hong
(College of Foreign Languages, University of Shanghai for Science and Technology, Shanghai 200093, China)

Abstract; The hero Simon in Robert Walsers’ novel Brothers and Sisters of Tanner does not seek his

own career development; he prefers to walk in the nature. Through his observation, perception and

reflection , Simon realizes that jobs in the modern society constrain not only the body,but also the spirit

of people. So he walks a lot and changes jobs in order to free his body and spirit from the control.

Simon’ s behavior embodies his attitude “I walk so I am”. Instead of spirit, body becomes the key to

subjectivity of a person.
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