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A Cross-disciplinary Comparative Study of Interactional Metadiscourse
in Research Article Introductions
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Abstract; Based on metadiscourse theory and CARS model postulated by Swales, this study makes a
comparative metadiscoursal analysis of RA introductions in management and chemistry, aiming at the
similarities and differences between soft and hard sciences from the perspective of communicative
purposes. It is found that the distributions of interactional metadiscoursal resources in RA moves in both
disciplines demonstrate a strong correlation while metadiscoursal resources in management RA
introductions outnumber its chemistry counterpart except boosters. The correlation and differences can
be well explained by the overt communicative purposes realized by their similar generic structures and

covert ones respectively achieved and shaped by their disciplinarities.
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Fig.1 Proportion of interactional metadiscourse in Management and Chemistry research article introductions
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Tab.2 Distribution of attitude markers in Management and Chemistry research article introductions per 500 words
- i i = fit
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HE 1.57 1.09 1.26 2.03 1.88 1.27 4.71 4.39
HE 0.84 0.32 4.31 4.06 0.10 0.63 5.25 5.01
Bat 4.08 2.74 6.83 6.77 3.21 2.69 14.12 12.20
5] 5 Tt is increasingly important to investigate may be difficult to grasp, making DEA less intuitive

the fundamental chemistry of these species in order to
expand on known chemistry---
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and [4], there is relatively little information on the
kinetics in hemilabile systems: -

5] 8 However, the graphical method has
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efficient frontiers, benchmarks, etc. ,

and practical. Perhaps because of this more than other
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academics has been slow even after three decades of
intense theoretical and applied research.
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5] 10  As a result, we have learned much about
the nature, antecedents, processes, and consequences
of specific proactive behaviors, but we know little about
the more universal dynamics that might govern proactive
behavior.

{51 11 For an extensive overview of disassem-
bly scheduling, we refer interested readers to Lam-
bert [3].
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Tab.3 Distribution of engagement markers in Management and Chemistry research article introductions per 500 words
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analysis of the activity landscape of 32 benzimidazoles: -
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