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A Task-based Approach of English for Specific Purposes in
Perspective of Needs Analysis
—A Case Study of Aeronautical English Course

ZHAO Lizhu
(College of Foreign Languages, Civil Aviation University of China, Tianjin 300300, China)

Abstract; This research explores learning needs observed by students, industry needs observed by
graduates , and learning deficiencies observed by teachers in the framework of “Needs Analysis Model”
proposed by Hutchinson & Waters. Accordingly ,needs of English for Specific Purposes like aeronautical
English course are analyzed with the methodology of triangulation. Closed questionnaire, structured
interview, and observation are the measurement tools in the research upon subjects including
undergraduates , graduates ,and teachers. Data is obtained from this qualitative and quantitative research,
and thus language learning tasks are designed, a task-based syllabus is formulated based upon the
contents of aeronautical English and a targeted evaluation on student language production is conducted.
In brief, this research addresses the key issues of “what to teach”, “how to teach” and “how to

evaluate” .
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1EE T 9L1E (English for Specific Purposes,
ESP) (MLA T, a2l T IRk H
o BSP RN GG A B AL, 36 ¥ K A
R R, Bireds s e it
T RAIZ TR CPR R . ESP o BA LU 4y
e 1) DRERTBCE 00 2 2 A R IR TR 25 2) PR
FENA (RP RS e b5 5 2845 g 5 B
HROLANGG ZhAH G 3) MEE g iRy i Ay i i)
. T A DL SO 25 Dy TR i ] TR £
FrEB A IES B .

[ P ESP WF5E 024 46 T 20 fik4l 70 42H0K.
BIRI ] FELE MG P e, (HIX A PR R
AT RFRA . P2 A8 e RIHE 5K
WHEFRE T J& ESP #0224, T A 9 %5 el
e R S R RN A A A BB Be ESP
T EBRRED . IR B ARG A AR R AR
ERITE P FFE T ESP i, 76— B i
ST E AT 2 2 RO R R T 2 SRR
iy ESP HUA R F Rk —, RIS THEIRA
A FR S E W2 O, HRAR IR IR T
XA RGBT R it AT PR AR i
TR BRI TR . AR 77 K o B di
IS 2 KA . R BCEAOR . AN
KF&, SN BSP #Ugh “ B4 47 a7
CERETET SRR AT

— . B ILA
(=) BROHES

F3R 3T (Needs Analysis, NA) 2&[THE
PETRHF RWHE . 20 905 F— VI E Sk
Mo TRITHTEIR 2 30 Z4EH) K JE, M Berwick
2 LT R AN IR SR 1A %)) Dudley-Evans
& St. John Jl i A= A FEARXIE T . FEREHE T .
H ) Hutchinson & Waters [{ 43 A7 20 760 60 8 5
Bk, WS R (JLEL L) KRR o B
brda KA 2 oK o Hrp,  HART SRAAE 2 H1H
(necessities ) . @k 1 (lacks) AR 27 0 i1
(wants) , X = 75 R R A S 78 ] A 35 85 F fd
ESP #1758 bR 05T, LA i/ 85 R F ), &
T TAETE B RE T T K D T REx T2
B BER . BREAN S S SRS AR T, RSN S

R S ERULIREUN, loe ) il B T AFSE
BT bR, 454 E RAUR S Ih Rk S br
PO, XS SETE PRAR A e RO S 1R E AR S, &
MBS o

BB

ok R, B // 224
i, ABEE AR

FERRET g n)
Hi R S, S R
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GEry DN HERSRE, U R
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1 Hutchinson & Waters &3k 43 ##& #u (]
Fig.1 Needs Analysis Model by Hutchinson & Waters

(Z) ESEFRAREERAMN

EEENES 2% (Task-based Language Teaching)
JE— PP T A BR AT 55 M A T IR BTN N A%
eI, BT B AR 58 A IS PR AT:
55, FORORE T HEAS TRl B A ) Y B 52 HL AR AR
Y5, SRIETE S WA N R ESCRERL
BRI A L L AR S5 B B s A A i
M, BT RS PRIZE R, RO UM
REPONE S IE ST . B2 T8F HiR,
ARG A . B . N e, 2R F
AR, HERRETIHETFEY, UH
WA WAEPR T K o AT 55 IR 2 T L i
BHRESER AP 5E, AR H itk £ H
B liff JL 22 2 122 ) TR BUR AR TAE . A0
A it K o

LI IHEIETHE WA B e fe Ll
5i N HSeE#AT A2 PR e Sy, B I I A Fh L T
HER (BRANES . E) , gt
O, Gl TE b ® (learning by doing) 7,
EAUICAZTE T IR TN, X e 541 45 Bk
B P e P AR A — B B, (155
R RS TR T THEIEE N BAAR A OO
PRSI Y BA 2 R T AR S bR o 3
1o 557K 022 2 TR S BART SRARXS I, AR
T RO AR S5 B or 2T, il SE AR 550 B0, IR
LR HRERAE RS A, S8R ass B sk
Tizs gL . RS TR S R,
A RIEMTE NS5 Bt . IXFERUAT 55 B2 A5
W PN by BTt X O (e 40 4 A L U ) = a2
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B, BT $ T e 17 a0 1 2 1 AR A
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(1) (e I s Jeif M sitle 47 3
R > s A A S o8 AR 55 A e H
R~ FPAFAE 1A TR XA AR 28 7

(2) el AR A A i R 0 25 D08 A R RA
MRS SR RA L BARSE IR A AT 47

(3) RIURFIMULEL, (3% R AR =S e ih 5
AR RBL I BB A

(Z) AR

RPREAOIIE R, EE R = MRk
(triangulation) WCAREME . = A& AT IZEB A
ISR SR . BEFET7 I WFFEBE R Rl — 5
LA T 00T o 107 1208 F T Z2 R I A Ak BT
ZIOCTHAELIRAE S, BB I BTR T S
Iz A A TR

BT, A2 = A 1)
ELAL ZAFEHAE L 100 45 (FTZS DL if i) F2 iR X
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RS B HE A 11 %5 3) iz Sk iR
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Bl A S AT 7 3R
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Fig.2 Needs analysis triangle
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FEE AR J 5 25 5 1] Sl a8 SO 58 U DU PR 5
S8
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PEATHREBA T o FUERE SRR T URREE S . S8
WEAC AT I SCA I B — ML 5 LUR 23R G
FARS . FHCRR H L T g
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I S SCRER SOAR ) TE A2 AT A
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XFFAE R, AEEAE A 7 T B ARk T
P 2P 25 ST 58 IR AT 55 26 5 HE 81 foe o B9 I =
B2 s B A Ll B SCHR BT s PSR Al Sk
MRk sl s FHOCTEIRE SCIREA | 38 5L
W3 TEBEAR FHUASTESE T, Ui, HHIES L
HIREST IR B 38 D)

PEAE AR X B B 2 e i8I RE 1 1 B B AF
i, BB BRI JE LRI RE T . FE DR B/ 2 W AT
HSKPRIA B R S BT | B IR ALl
SCHRIORE ST o AEDEAE A SEMI SRS P, UE. B8
AE ST ERON R Bk LA SR 1 >R AP R e A
MESES] (wants) AT

) 30 ATH & 1) s A HE RS2 TR A T A
PEASE I W INXE . BFTERBE, IR AR M ik
SR, AEEAE B O 880 Y S R B R AR 2 IRl
X —J7 TR TE B A Ll AR L 3 I A R R S A
BR, 55 —J5 a1 Al BE -5 R 2 B LA 1 5 B RIT)
SRAFBAEIAILZ I, MR A . TEARHE AR
FEHARA K.

(Z) Bedr&sgmEyTER

FEXSBITE R, 28 6 NVivoll B {3 1
BACTIEAT Tl , B RBINMERA R | K
B, BB AT, XA AT AR
frgeit, ERUEAIAER (AR , SR
G N A IE— 20 T R E R A5 R
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Tab.1 Word frequency under “Genre”

B 4 JNALE 53 e/ %
s 14 7.82
| 11 6.15
T 11 6.15
4t 7 3.91
% 5 2.79
vk 5 2.79
X 4 2.23

DL L7k, EE B TAR RS
FPEE AT SR G, PR B i B AT = A0 /AT
GuL RS AR Al SR 2 B R L
MEMRPE . JEUI (BERE) | Pt R B 250
B DO T A At ), PPkl 3% A2
WNAEZ N, MUBEZHE, RAT IR 52 55 5

PRI A JEETH SRR i, U, B 32,
Wrs 2T = B R S 2 TAER 2. R
B ACU IR S T SRR g i R
iH (necessities) .

DL BB, X5 T AT TR Bl A
FEC LM H W S i TR, Al 142 T
DYAE N HRE R ECY A Y, HEZRUIES
TSRO, SR WA SSIRIEBARAT . x4
7N ESP M fE 02k B rh a5 W, R4
e BMEGECER A, WO 2R G R R PR
RS, 5122 I 0 8%, TEREIES
FR 3 A P S I A TR 1 S N RE I T, 1
Hb, Wi Sk B IR EUE A 478 ESP U7
Hoepd i, BREM ML E AL Z 4R T
W BRTWEESGER, DKoy S 4
SRR, TR S AR 20 68k . AR S
JE, AR R AR BE Gl AT i A

(=) #IH5EERAYE S ER G

AT TALIRBUNRE (W7 H S B R
SRR IR BT B e W], FEBRAE AR ) b R b R
(0 F B 0] o e 2 AR R . PP/ RE
e BRI E o 3K S TR SRR b R
135 (lacks) .

BN Z FEARIAEE S Wl b, miE
& 5 LA SR e A S o . RIEEIRAN
LSS, i2s SeiB PR EE N AN B i) B Sk 58 AT 45 &2
PSRRIV, D AR, BESSE
FEEAFRERSE . B BEEARAR B
Ptk BSP (1433, Mias et )Oe RH OB 1)+
o PRI AS ST I Y 15 & BHE TR 101 RR i
P R R R SR IE
PR B HIENBER AL ERREE, gk
ZRAE PR B F A AT R A 1 o ARE A S
BOMRWES , FEML 23 S0 TR 4 202 1) 3 i il 2R
W, AR RBOE I B AR P AT, XA
Wy AR AR H N2 T 5 AESRE A %l Jy Y
FARWSCER I, SO B AR X
EEH T4 TR MHE S a2 S, Y
SR T RS A S A R e, DLE
B4 s ESP UM A w215 35 2 A 1
TS IR A PEIE S FAROIEN 2. #
i a] FE B A rp g AR R TS 32800 45 v A 1
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AR SE AT 55 B e v A 24 ol T S T T A
Mk

TN S BRIE CVE/ PRAGRE T BT A
CRPHRE R P A ELOGHK . AT PREON A
B, FEHELEIRE BT s i SO i AR AT
PABO A RO SCRRERE , I AL, B4k
ERRE SR H ORI . ARSI
A RERIRA NIISLI AW o 1T R RE 73 7
Moy A HRRY . BB R, e T 2O
RS . MR TRk ARHMESREE R IR
RERE, b PEA . HERRS AR, T LA
IR IR B AT, EBERE AR
EORULRE MR, TPEAR R R BRI,
RN ESP U n] DLAE 0 i B i i
YALS5, 512 AESE AT 55 1 i R b A AN
W, SRR E R AR A
Wr, SEmETHEBRET] o

M. ST ERAES R

ABEFEIET AR = AR AR | o
AR DB =R B SR TR
SRIEAT oMo AR RIBA R0 24 T A 200 I S Ak
B, RERTSE A TR AS R AT M T2 B 2
PR, HEIEVE T B RN X
FARH R L R B 07 ek, RIS HAE
AR SR A

(—) ESXBNRE
PRGN FAES RGN R 22071k, Hrp

K45 Bloom FE B 2UH H AR AL 55 70 Fnaf, B
fit. DAL AT, LEA . PR XOREON L
320730 AT IAESR , 1ER2RIE55 15
WA T2, 7B LA FRTSE ) AR AR
HE) A AC PR SR o AE550 SANER 2 R .
R2 ETERNMZHZEESFR
Tab.2 Aeronautical English task list based

upon Needs Analysis

1155 25 55126

Knowledge (i) Define( i X.) Quote( 51/t

Comprehension Classify (432%) Compare and Contrast ( L,

(Hfi) A%t ) Explain (£ ) Give examples
(Z&4i] ) Paraphrase ( 2 5 ) Distinguish ( [X.
43) Translate ( F#13)

Application( i ffl)  Demonstrate (&IF-) Solve ( f#EEk:)

Analysis (73H7) Outline (iR ) Diagram ( fif 15t /515)

Synthesis( ZE4) Organize ( Z{27 ) Summarize ( 545

Evaluation(¥F4fr)  Judge (3] W) Critique ( #it3'f) Recommend

(HERE)

(Z) EHERIHTREX

FTR2 MEF R, SiaFRatr b il
MR SCHNGHE . SN AR, e %Ik
SEAREE DR TORABREG , ) 5 TS5 A5 PR
TR KRR HAR . SORE AL AKFER) 27
T, RBEME S HRE . SCPRIEE AT IR
3 RAKIE “WsIEET RS R E
LR WA ISR BT 55 TR

F3 “KHMETEARBBIESEHAN
Tab.3 Task-based syllabus for “Major Components of an Airplane”

ks P
e Hbn Defining the components of an airplane
A Writing, Listening , Speaking
SCAR T Written , Oral
R = (1) Understand the way to make a good definition of a term in aeronautical English;
R DRE (2) Understand lectures through definitions.
Suppose you are a ground instructor working with an airline.
SR (1) Work in groups and write some teaching materials to introduce major components of an airplane based on
PR the reading material. Note; You need to integrate the definitions of airplane components in your writing.
(2) Make a mini-lecture to your classmates tointroduce the components of an airplane.
Lexical signaling:we call/ is called/ are called/called ;mean(s) ;or;known as;that is(to say) ;in other/simpler
VAN terms ;define(d) ;term(ed) jreferred to

Syntactic signaling ;copula;apposition ;relative clause ; pre-/post-modification
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R BAR R S RHL AR
EEREMINSGERESIE, Ui, Hik. BmEmE
SFRPEHE S BT U S Y 58 B A3 T K JR) 3
FREBE (B Ak (H3K) o JETFR T
MIsEbR s Bt TINS5 . IR A A
AR, WML TS 1) T A
FHEEEEIRRE, o 55 L S G /Y
E S 2) M A/NEIYEEE, A4 LY A AR
oo MR B AR A T RS TESE B A xR
VBT SCUL S ey i i s SCRR AR~ AR YR RE . e
A, KX & LI AR 7~ 18 (signpost language )
PEAT T4, 7 BT S MR

55 AR 2 LN LA R
F5 BRI il BSRAE AR N A, ANREIR
B TR s BETROROMTBO T SC PR ie . 2%
SRR PEREAHRTE & 7 A L SLTR R, e
WG o ARSI RE 55 BAT A2 PR (E AN AT
PROHE, 75 IR 55 R RIPIE . 5L Bk
BREPAE 5 B ], AR ARS8 AT 55 i A
7 CrARIGER DGR ER) PRTI. U,
GHHAERE " s 1) RENTREE o — R R R
PREs 2) BB MV AH O A0 35 AL A T A A 1] B B R
ks 3) BB X IIREMIBUE. MeAh, SChRTE
BRI oE 4k A R T AT N AR Sl AR
XEFH O LA S RHE, 5655 B0 ) FLE
PEIEN ., AESEUT S5 I R, A iih = i il AE
J1. BESCsCPREE ST . R EARBCS RITRIH A fE
SRS SR I N RE AR AT TR T T

(=) stxESHNKSITEN

1155 BB AR Y B A BT 55 8RS AT
AN B A, JEXS AR AR S8 UE 55 i R P A B
PEAT AL o “F PRI E A 55 B S 5 ol
i, (Task-based Language Performance Assessment) ,
RO — R R 2 A 5 AT 55 BB O B I T
SR TN I (R BT E S i )
X T 2 e B S A 1 vl ) ad e P S AT 55
AIFRIER AW 2 A BRI . BT 55 1 56 A2 W i
FEHRRSIEEFHR, ARz 5 250
S ERER, HARHEN T AR5 AR

HFIRARIE S T3 Lol s S PR E SRR e
MAES5 Bl AT XL S5 ™ SRR, 3T
(T EBEERE TG ) T M CEAR IR %
i), RIS TEBE 115 i R e B |
B i ek . 18 F TER R A T SRR
IR LA B A3 A BRI R IR g B BE T 1 D PR
AR

TEVEO I R o R 5 2R T AA, BREUIIEA
Gh, EHIAFE AV AR TR A AR
TETZWHE W H OIS s Bl R AR, PR
H C eI & i HIBE I IS PR T J7 T A JRE R 22
STy, BEIE R ST B HAR AT %o AR
PP A T RO TE X R P S8 AT 55 O T DLt T
PO, $RIECGERTE L FE M AR e A R T A R
P8 B RIZERE, SOl ARE R~ L RITS NG
TR

T, Hig

TR R & T TR E — VI HR s 3 i
R, R T Hepad i (A AT B B R R
AWF5E F T Hutchinson & Waters [/ 75 3K /0 B A Al |
K = A NP s 82 2 ok L BBl A
DB IAT Ml 75 SRR O 06 52 1) 2% > BB = A 4E i
e R A BEE AR L TR ISR R
SRIF R EPEAE EAZ G W . =D HERE AR
HO SIS, RO T TR A S AR SR O 1 S
HIR (wants) | AL TR B2 (necessities )
FTEREAE BRI (lacks)

BT HR TR B, AR E S T
YOG IR B AR S R, WE LA RAL
B A " BB, R AT 5 LR AN
I o RMPRTTRZECE AR, CATE L RKTE
MR KRR S TR . sSSP SR T T
HIER I BEET, iRtk 7 HCR I R B AT 1)
B, WA, TSR T AT 55 BE S AT R itk
TVEMY, 48 N 2R G 2% RSN T 55 W nYiE 5 AR
WERE, IHESGIAEET., AV, W
VN AR, Rtk THC AR T 5
n] R

(¥ 345 11)
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FALFAF B, FFRASZ IR Z A
B o 38 i o A B A 4 245 Bl ] 478 3 Ok B A
BRACATATRA, ST pLE o BAis 1, —
B S E R KW sl n] e A Sl AL A
X LEEf Al AL TR AL S B Y, AR B T
55 sCEE Ty i BhiA A A X T A A B
FEMRSShFfE, EEEF R L T E R SR
M, MTTERA — A AR B O R , BT
POz B T R R R H I, B
R MNIRIE s ST R RS B
SRR BRI — CrdET RSO
IR EANG R, SRR PR LERF IR A IA
SR g SR AEATL A

S Xk

(L] /NG NERE LT #3008 oo S8 B—— DA Sk fil
Bty XSS B & BT ], P A iR

(2]

(3]

(4]

(5]

(6]

(7]

(8]

2#4%,2015,23(2) .54 - 58.
JiRA AL SR SO RS S R K [T A
TE#%,2016,37(6) ;12 - 16.
TRZ. IR A N R S [T ] AN 2%,
2014,35(2) :6 -9.
GOLDBERG A E. Constructions: A Construction
Grammar Approach to Argument Structure[ M ]. Chicago,
London; The University of Chicago Press,1995.
TALMY L. Toward a Cognitive Semantics [ M ].
Cambridge : MIT Press,2000.
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