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Construction of Paratexts in the Study of Autobiographical Prose
—Taking Six Chapters of a Floating Life as an Example

YUAN Mengyao
( School of Foreign Languages, Wuhan Business University, Wuhan 430070, China )

Abstract: This paper analyses the paratexts of four English versions of the Chinese autobiography Six
Chapters of a Floating Life, aiming at the significance of paratexts in the narrative autobiographical prose,
which includes the reconstruction of the historical and cultural context, promotion of cross-field emotional
resonance, effective realization of cross-cultural communication. Research on the English translation of
paratexts not only conduces to the interpretation space of the translation theory, but also contributes to

deeper understanding various factors that affect the translation process of the autobiography, and cultural

connotation and poetic value of translation.
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(1) #i%: Six Chapters of A FLOATING LIFE

(2) #@i¥: Chapters from A Floating Life

(3) Hi¥: Six Records of a Floating Life

(4) Z7%. Six Records of a Life Adrift
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FI “adrift” BAEE . AEE . WAIMESL. FrE
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WASREAE , TR AT SR NIE R TTK
Fhb, 20 i, pEARARK, UHESER . A
FAE X P 5 i BRAR 32 SRR R A A J = A T TR B
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TR . MR A2 REED, HMIFFERR Y B2
BN AR, BT — IR RIEARE . &4
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