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The Body-Brain-Expression Language Model from the Embodied
Cognition Perspective

—Taking Obtaining Event and Its Constructions as Examples
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Abstract: From the perspective of the Embodied Language of Cognition, the relationship between
meaning and linguistic expression is a three dimensional relation of “body (sensory-motor system)-brain
(experiential knowledge network)-expression (language expression system)” . The present study
theoretically discusses the “ body-brain-expression” language model. Taking obtaining event and its
constructions as examples, this study describes the content of the experiential knowledge network by
constructing ““ Cognitive Event Frame”, and explains the construal mechanism of constructions under
dynamic body-expression interconnectivity. Besides, this study builds a corpus of English obtaining

constructions, and verifies effectiveness of the “body-brain-expression” model in explaining the cognitive
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operations and the usage distributions of language system through the quantitative analysis of the

constructions. At last, the “body-brain-expression” model and the “Cognitive Event Frame” model are

compared, enlightening studies on meaning-expression relation and those on Embodied Cognition

linguistics.

Keywords: embodied language of cognition; experiential knowledge; sense-motion; language expre-

ssion; cognitive event Frame; obtaining event; quantitative analysis
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Tab.1 Statistic of obtaining constructions

FyX A b a4 ] A=l L fil/oo="11k/336

1-1 FENF They booked a bedroom there. 52 15.48
1-2 A9 Our school chartered three buses for the trip. 42 12.50

1-3 Rpr= We bought it with/for very little money. 14 4.17

1-4 TH He catch the ball with both hands. 16 4.76

1-5 JE Carmen booked a hotel by/via email. 30 8.93

1-6 ik Carmen bought a dress at/in Bloomingdale’s. 29 8.63

el Paul Getty acquired a fortune in the oil business. 12 3.57

B ORE) T

1-8-1  H#1  John and James exchanged hats. 3 0.89

1-8-2  H#:L2  Mary exchanged seats with Anne. 5 1.49

2-1 JrE X Carmen bought a dress firom Diana. 23 6.85

2-2 J#fii /B The contractor earn fees from the UK. 20 5.95

2-3 2R We chose Mr.Dick as our leader. 8 2.38

3-1-1  fZRM1 Carmen bought a dress for Mary. 36 10.71

3-1-2 fEZRI2  Carmen bought Mary a dress. 29 8.63

4-1  (MNIELS  Honest politicians cannot be bought. 5 1.49

42 (WHBEMEL The Hall was booked for the meeting. 3 0.89

43 (WJriE Language can be acquired by using it. 1 0.30

IO E S 2INCIEY/ RS A

4-4 (I The cat was caught in the trap. 3 0.89

45  (EIEAX  Leather is obtained from animals. 1 0.30

4-6  (WNEGIJE  The idea is stolen from the United States. 4 1.19
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Fig.1 Core obtaining cognitive event frame
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